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While We Were Away, The Friars Continued to Play
by Liam Tormey '22
Sports Co-Editor

Winter Break Basketball Update
Men's
Women's

BASKETBALL
Winter break came in the middle
of December for the students of
Providence College, but the Men’s
Basketball Team continued their hot
start to the season.
The Friars started Big East
conference play on Dec. 18, the
last day of finals, against the No.
20-ranked University of Connecticut.
Before conference play began, coach
Ed Cooley’s team was 10-1 and
looking to start off conference play
on the right foot.
The Harry A. Gampel Pavilion
would host old rivals in the Huskies
and Friars to kick off conference
play. PC was looking to win their
sixth consecutive game and, thanks
to the help of AJ Reeves ’22 and his
16 points, the Friars were victorious
in a 57-53 game.

Reeves, went 4-8 from three-point
territory and was crucial in opening
up their biggest lead of the first half
where they led 31-22 after 20 minutes
of play, and Reeves was responsible
for 12 of them.
Ed Croswell ’22 would add 11
points and four rebounds, while
the other big man Nate Watson
’22GS had 10 points and seven
rebounds.
Jared Bynum ’23 returned to play
after missing four games with a leg
injury, and he would be a spark off
the bench adding nine points and six
rebounds.
After the game, Ed Cooley said,
“We knew coming on the road
would be a challenge for us. I
couldn’t be more proud of our men.”
This would be the best start to PC’s
season under Cooley since the 201516 season, a year the Friars reached
No. 8 in the polls and won an NCAA
Men's Basketball/Page 22

by Leo Hainline '22
Sports Co-Editor

BASKETBALL
The Providence College Women’s
Basketball team returned to winning
ways with an overtime win against
Georgetown University. The Friars
pulled away in the extra period,
thanks to a 9-0 run during the final
minute and a half to seal the victory.
Kylee Sheppard ’25 led the way
with 21 points, including seven of
the team’s 15 in overtime. This was
the Friars’ first win at McDonough
Arena, snapping a 16-game losing
streak at that venue.
The first half was controlled mostly
by the Friars. PC held an eight-point
lead at halftime, partly due to the
shooting of Lauren Sampson ’23,
who hit back-to-back threes in the
second quarter, and Alyssa Geary ’22
who led the team with nine points at
the break.

Georgetown crawled back into the
game after the PC offense stagnated
at the end of the third quarter, going
scoreless for the final four and a
half minutes. The game was closely
contested throughout the fourth, but
the Friars seemed to seize control
following late scores from Janai
Crooms ’23 and Sheppard. However,
Georgetown managed to bank in a
deep three-pointer with just seconds
remaining to send the game into
overtime.
The Hoyas took the initial lead
during the extra period and held a
one-point advantage with a little
over two minutes remaining, but the
Friars, particularly Sheppard, rose to
the occasion and got multiple stops
defensively while also converting on
the offensive end. Sheppard knocked
down five of her six free throws in
the final 40 seconds, putting the
game out of reach.
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Fefu, Friends Come Together After a Long Hiatus

TDF Puts on First Main Stage Production Since 2020, Wows
by Nicole Patano '22
Editor-in-Chief

Fefu, Cindy, and Christina enter the stage first. Once
settled, Kelsi Canada ’22, acting as Fefu, opens the play
with the unsettling comment that “My husband married
me to have a constant reminder of how loathsome
women are.” Cindy, played by Sydney Cahill ’22, is
visibly surprised, and Christina, played by Victoria
Cannon ’25, blatantly revolted. They both find Fefu’s
behavior to be absurd: she does her own plumbing, she

shoots a gun at her husband, and she likes men better
than women. Where Cindy is polite and deeply cares for
LIVE THEATRE
Fefu despite Fefu’s eccentricities, Christina, an outsider
in the group, is outwardly disturbed by Fefu and her
After two years of recorded performances and
friends.
canceled shows, the Angell Blackfriars Theatre in the
In quick succession, the audience is introduced to a
Smith Center for the Arts was once again filled with
wheelchair-bound Julia, followed by Emma (Madelyn
an audience looking to enjoy live theatre on the main
Rich ’24), Paula (Analisa Pisano ’23), and Sue (Christina
stage. On Tuesday, Jan. 18, an audience
Schwab ’25). After some delay, a hesitant Kelly
of approximately 20 Providence College
Slader ’22 walks up the ramp to the house. So
students and a few members of the Theatre,
enters Cecilia Johnson and concludes part
Dance, and Film Department, made their way
one.
into socially distanced seats in house left to
Part two is when “Fefu and Her Friends”
experience a brilliant and unique production
earns its designation as immersive theatre.
of María Irene Fornés’ feminist play “Fefu
Instead of remaining in their seats, the
and Her Friends.”
audience, who had been separated into four
Recognized for its all-female cast,
rows, is brought down the aisle and onto
absurdist elements, and unconventional
the stage. Each row of four to six audience
plot, “Fefu and Her Friends” raises questions
members enters a separate part of the house:
about gender and identity that persist today.
the bedroom, the study, the kitchen, or the
Set in the spring of 1935 in New England,
lawn. In each of these rooms, the audience
the play introduces eight women: Fefu,
witnesses a unique scene, becoming a fly on
Cindy, Christina, Julia, Emma, Paula, Sue,
the wall to the conversations of the women
and Cecilia. On the surface, the women meet
with one another and, sometimes, themselves.
to organize and rehearse a charity event;
To make you feel as though you are in
however, it quickly becomes apparent that
the house with the characters, the words
the focus of the play is not on this rehearsal
from one scene could often be heard while
but the way the women interact with and
you were paying attention to your scene.
treat one another. Katie Vennard ’22, who
Therefore, even if you were in the bedroom
played Julia in the show, explained that “Fefu
(stage right), watching Vennard give an
and Her Friends” is about “unique women
incredible performance as a tormented and
and the relationships they form among each
perhaps delusional Julia, you could hear
PHOTO
COURTESY
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JOY
SCHMIDT
other.”
The cast and crew of "Fefu and Her Friends" pose for a picture before a show.
Live Theatre/Page 13
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New Semester, New Challenges

PC Announces New COVID-19 Updates in Midst of Omicron Variant
by Colleen Dorian ‘25
News Staff
CAMPUS

On Jan. 18, 2022, the Spring 2022
semester officially commenced. Once
again, Friartown is filled with life as
students return from a well-earned
winter break back to their busy day-today schedules for the spring semester.
Not only are Providence College
students juggling rigorous course
schedules with involvement in various
clubs and activities this semester, they
are also taking the complications of the
COVID-19 pandemic, particularly the
Omicron variant, in stride.
On Nov. 22, 2021, the first case of
the Omicron variant was detected in
the United States. Since that date, the
Omicron variant of COVID-19 has spread
rapidly throughout the country, infecting
tens of millions of Americans. According
to the New York Times on Jan. 22, 2022,
new COVID-19 cases have recently
begun to fall nationally, implying that
the Omicron spike has reached its peak
in the US. Nevertheless, PC has been
monitoring Omicron closely over the
past few weeks, determining how to best
go about maintaining in-person learning
and a campus community characterized

PC has reemphasized its commitment to in-person learning.

by good health.
On Dec. 27, 2021, the PC community
was informed of the College’s decision to
require COVID-19 vaccine booster shots
for “all eligible, non-exempt students,
faculty members, and staff members
for the spring semester beginning in
January” as well as a “negative pointof-origin test result within a maximum
of five days of returning to campus in
January” (excluding those students
who had tested positive in the past 90
days). At this point, the college shared
its ultimate goal of ensuring an in-person
learning community throughout the
spring semester, specifically one that
mirrored the many successes of the Fall
2021 semester.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PROVIDENCE.EDU

Additionally, PC announced on Dec.
27 the implementation of two booster
clinics which would take place on Jan. 19
and Jan. 21 in the Mullaney Gym and the
Peterson Recreation Center, respectively.
For those students who had already
received their booster, whether at earlier
PC booster clinics or elsewhere, the
college requested that they upload such
documentation in as timely a manner as
possible.
As another means of containing the
spread of COVID-19, PC is offering
weekly testing to all those who
might want it. Testing is by no means
mandatory, but each student does have
access to one test per week this semester.
Testing takes place at the Raymond Hall

testing facility, which is open to students
during select hours Monday through
Thursday each week.
Finally, in Father Sicard’s Jan. 13
update to the entire PC community,
students and faculty were reminded
of the indoor mask mandate that will
continue to be enforced across campus
throughout this semester. Later, in a
follow-up message from Dean Sears
on Jan. 14, students were reminded to
come to campus prepared with a supply
of surgical and/or N95 masks, which
are known to be more effective than
cloth masks. Dean Sears reminded the
PC community that the mask mandate
is in place to uphold the well-being of
each member of the community, stating:
“You could have COVID-19 without
symptoms and you could pass it on to
someone else unintentionally.”
Ultimately, all of PC’s newly
implemented protocols, as well as
those long-standing, are held in place
by the College with hopes of ensuring
a completely in-person learning
experience during the continuation of
uncertain and trying times with such
a highly contagious variant. The entire
campus community is looking forward
to a semester as successful as the 2021
Fall semester, and compliance with these
newly established rules will make such a
goal possible.

Featured Friar: Nicholas Espinal ’23
Finance, Philosophy, and Writing, Oh My!
by Eileen Cooney‘23
News Staff
CAMPUS

Espinal ’23 has used his time at PC for the business world.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PROVIDENCE COLLEGE NEWS

This week’s featured Friar is Nicholas
Espinal, a junior finance major and philosophy
and writing double-minor, who is actively
involved on campus and making the most
out of the time he has left here at Providence
College.
He originally came into PC as a management
major, with no interest in either philosophy or
writing. However, by his second semester, he
realized that his passion lay in finance which
would give him the necessary concrete skills
to enter the business world. After taking
Development of Western Civilization and
falling in love with the interdisciplinary nature
of the course, he said he wanted to diversify
what he was studying. “I found that to get the
most out of both the program and my college
experience, it would be in my best interest
to develop the capacity to communicate an
abstract interpretation of the world, as found
in philosophy, and a practical one, as found in
business. A major in finance and double minors
in philosophy and writing stimulates my
creative and analytical mind as I’m encouraged
to develop a unique skill set, has served me
well so far,” Espinal says.
His favorite part about his classes here at PC
is how small and specialized they are. “Intimate
class sizes and personalized relationships with
professors are invaluable in my opinion,”
Espinal says.
He continues, “As far as I’m concerned,
I’ve learned just as much, if not more, from
the relationships I’ve built from professors
and students than curriculum content—which
I somewhat unexpected upon starting my
college career.”

Branching out, trying new things, and
fostering meaningful relationships extend into
his involvement on campus as well.
Espinal has completely immersed himself
in all that Providence has to offer by joining a
wide range of clubs and taking on leadership
positions in the process. He is treasurer of the
Believer of Words (BOW) poetry club, secretary

of the Association of Latino Professionals of
America, a writing center tutor, and a member
of the Organization of Latin American Students,
the Delta Sigma Pi business fraternity, and
the business school diversity council. All
of these clubs, he says, are great outlets and
complements to his course of study.
In reflecting back on his three years so far
at PC, Espinal said he could not do so without
thinking about the impact the COVID-19
pandemic has had on his experience.
He says that he learned great lessons from
going to college amidst a pandemic, expressing
that  “COVID provided an opportunity to
rebuild new scaffolding; as Professor McMahon
would say in my FIN 317 Investments class,
‘A real low-tide shows who’s been swimming
naked the whole time.’”
Upon reflection, Espinal also talked about the
importance of understanding the implications
of being a PC Student—the great advantages it
brings and commodities it gives you. He urges
his fellow peers, and himself, to leverage the
skills the College is offering them to squeeze
the most out of their experience.
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Supreme Court Finds OSHA Mandate Unconstitutional
National Vaccine Requirements Remain Highly Contested

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled against a proposed OSHA vaccine-or-testing mandate last week.

by Emma Strempfer ‘24
News Staff
NATIONAL NEWS
On Jan. 13, the U.S. Supreme Court blocked
President Joe Biden’s federal COVID-19 vaccine
mandate for private companies with over 100
employees. The Biden administration had
implemented the rule to require vaccination or
weekly testing through the federal Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). The
court decision was 6-3 with Justices Keagan,
Sotomayor, and Breyer dissenting.
In their decision, the majority wrote,
“Permitting…(OSHA) to regulate the hazards
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of daily life - simply because most Americans
have jobs and face those same risks while on
the clock - would significantly expand OSHA’s
regulatory authority without clear congressional
authority.”
OSHA, established in 1971, seeks to regulate
business in an effort to reduce the risk of injury
and harm to employees in the workplace.
While data suggests vaccines reduce severe
illness and death from COVID-19, the root of
the decision lies in the permanent nature of
the vaccine. The court deemed the mandate
an unconstitutional expansion of the federal
organization because the state of being
vaccinated is perpetual and does not only exist
during the workday. The majority opinion came
down on the side of limiting OSHA in its ability

to make demands of the individual outside of
the workplace.
Justice Stephen Breyer, who voted in favor of
the rule, wrote that this court decision “stymies
the federal government’s ability to counter the
unparalleled threat that COVID-19 poses to our
nation’s workers.”
President Biden, dealing with several
difficulties in Washington this month, expressed
dissatisfaction with the ruling. In a statement,
he said, “I am disappointed that the Supreme
Court has chosen to block common sense, lifesaving requirements for employees at large
businesses that were grounded squarely in both
science and the law.” He called on businesses
and individual employers across America to
continue to require proof of vaccination.
According to a November poll of 543
companies, conducted by the consulting
firm Willis Towers Watson, 57 percent said
they required or planned to require vaccine
documentation. That percentage includes 32
percent of respondents who only would require
vaccines if the OSHA rule was held up in court.
Proponents of the mandate were pleased with
the simultaneous decision that came down from
the court ruling in favor of mandated COVID-19
vaccination for healthcare workers in facilities
receiving federal money (i.e. Medicare and
Medicaid). The decision was 5-4, with Justices
Roberts and Kavanagh joining the liberals.
This decision has no immediate impact on
the students of private universities, such as
Providence College. Still, as seniors establish
post-graduate employment and students seek
summer employment or internships, this
decision does change the landscape of what full
vaccination in the workplace will look like.

Inflation Soars as COVID-19 Pandemic Ensues
A Look Into the Humanity Behind the Global Supply Chain Crisis
by Katherine Morrissey ‘22
News Staff
INTERNATIONAL NEWS
After two years of the battling
COVID-19 pandemic and grasping at
a new sense of normalcy, individuals
across the globe are greeted with
another unfortunate consequence of
a pandemic-dominated world: the
supply chain crisis.
While countries around the globe
drastically differ in significant ways,
including environment, culture, and
politics, they now find similarities in
the macroeconomic conditions faced.
From Canada’s maple syrup to New
Zealand’s brown sugar to Australia’s
additives for diesel fuel, there is now
a pressing and ongoing international
supply chain crisis.
While the dismay of walking
through looming grocery store aisles
once filled with products, now empty
and bare, has concerned individuals,
the frustration and shock of consumers
is not enough to grasp at the larger issue
being endured internationally.
We are living in a time where, once
again, the ability for all individuals to
access everyday products and basic
necessities in a timely manner has
become a luxury of the past. With this
newfound frustration and concern over
rising prices associated with shortages
worldwide, many have wondered,
why?
Despite the question being so
straightforward, the severity of the
shortages has confused many people.
While consumers alike have sagaciously
linked the COVID-19 pandemic to the
shortages, there still seems to be more

to understand regarding how a highly
developed world trade system stalls
and crumbles beneath the pressures of
the highly contagious virus.
There are many economic factors
which have contributed to the supply
chain crisis, both domestically and
internationally. Many of the more
recent issues and shortages have been
instigated by the highly contagious
COVID-19
variants
leading
to
disruptions in production, including
labor shortages and rising inflation.
The consequences from the supply
chain shortage have become politicized
as the Biden administration confronts
the shortages within the United States.
As described in a recent New York Times
report, “The Biden administration
pressing to force major ports to expand
operations, the supply chain has
become a central political issue. It is also
a key factor in rising inflation, which is
deepening concerns about the fate of
the global economy and its recovery
from the lockdowns of the pandemic.”

This, paired with a boom in
consumer demand that can no longer
be met, creates the inefficiency in
production which has led to shortages.
Additionally, shortages of workers,
equipment, and space common during
the pandemic have only exacerbated
the issue, causing a bottleneck effect.
The bottleneck effect regarding
production is similar to the way in
which a substance leaving a bottle
is slowed during the exit from the
smaller, more congested opening of
the bottleneck. In economic terms, this
phrase regards a point of congestion in
a production system. This congestion
occurs when supplies arrive too quickly
for the production process t
o
handle. The inefficiencies brought
about by the bottleneck often create
delays and higher production costs,
explaining how and why there has
been an increase in price and shortages
in recent months.
What does this mean for the
everyday consumer and what they can

High gas prices seen at gas stations in the Washington, D.C. area.
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expect going forward? Unfortunately,
experts suggest the spikes in prices and
shortages are here to stay for the time
being. The world economy and trade
systems must shift to adapting and
accepting that the preferred “normal”
of a world before COVID-19 will likely
never return, at least not for years. Not
only will there be more months of masks
and new variants but also a newfound
struggle in obtaining products.
With the effects of the supply chain
crisis proving more persistent than
originally anticipated, individuals
worldwide will continue to be faced
with the inevitable: an inability to
access everyday products and basic
necessities in a timely manner. While
the natural instinct for many in
challenging times like this is to hoard
as much for themselves as possible, it
remains important for those, especially
in local communities like PC’s, to think
of those most severely impacted by the
shortages.
Shortages have the potential to
further systemic socio-economic issues
related to poverty in surrounding
domestic communities and international
locations.. Those who are homeless
specifically face newfound challenges
not only in access to basic necessities
like food, water and sanitary products,
but also shelter. Likewise, those who
are able to should consider the ways in
which even during challenging times
they can make a positive difference in
the lives of others. Regardless of the
circumstances, the impacts of both the
COVID-19 pandemic and the supply
chain crisis show how all humanity
is tasked with overcoming this
international crisis.
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A Hope for Greener Practices in 2022
Why PC Should Have a Plastic Watter Bottle Ban

by Kaelin Ferland ’23
Opinion Staff

CAMPUS

Students should be better educated not
only on this subject, but on sustainability
in general, in order to become more
aware of the harmful environmental
consequences
of
their
actions.
Plastic water bottles themselves
are not the only issue, as their
unsustainable production requires
millions of oil barrels every year.
Furthermore, during the transportation
process, millions of tons of greenhouse
gases are released into our atmosphere,
contributing to climate change. It is
ironic that the production of only one
bottle requires close to two gallons
of water. Not only is this extremely
wasteful, but it also places a greater
stress on our water supply. This is
especially critical today as nations

around the world, including the
United States, are experiencing water
scarcity. Some countries have already
lost access to clean drinking water,
which is only projected to worsen and
spread due to future climate change.
While some argue that plastic bottles
provide cleaner water than regular
water from the tap, this is not the case,
and it is a claim that is commonly used
by water bottle companies to convince
people to purchase their products.
According to the CDC, tap water in the
United States is safe to drink, having to
meet the EPA’s water quality standards.
In the past, PC had a plastic water
bottle ban on campus. Today, other
colleges have similar bans in effect.
Brown University, for example, has

already banned disposable water
bottles on campus through their
Beyond the Bottle campaign. PC
should follow these universities and
re-establish the ban on plastic water
bottles. There are multiple water
filters installed throughout campus,
making it easy and convenient to
carry and refill reusable water bottles.
With approximately one million
plastic water bottles purchased every
minute, it is undeniable that plastic
pollution will continue to be a huge
threat to our planet if the demand on
plastic water bottles remains high.
PC should take actions to
help
minimize
this
demand
and our environmental impact
as
they
have
in
the
past.

As a student at Providence College,
it is impossible to ignore the plastic
water bottles found on desks. Students
often justify the use of plastic water
bottles by claiming that the water
quality is better, and often follow up
with a promise of recycling. However,
it has been continuously proven that
these two justifications are untrue.
Many students are surprised to learn
that even if a plastic bottle is properly
disposed of, there is no guarantee
that it will be recycled. According
to the Environmental Prevention
Agency (EPA), about 29 percent of
plastic bottles were recycled in 2018.
Even worse, that same year only 8.7
percent of plastic was recycled, while
the rest polluted our waterways and
landfills. Scientists have already
estimated that by 2050, there will be
more plastic than fish in the ocean.
Despite these statistics, there
is a huge lack of environmental
awareness amongst students at
Providence College. This disregard
has led to much of our recycling
going directly to the landfill because
of contamination. Many students do
not realize that recyclables have to be
clean before they are put into the bin.
Additionally, many are unaware of
what can and cannot be recycled. For
example, paper towels, plastic utensils,
and plastic bags are not recyclable;
PHOTO COURTESY OF GOVERNING.COM
however, they are consistently found
Plastic water bottle bans are just one of the small changes that students can implement into their lives to become more conscious of the
in recycling bins around campus. environment. If PC were to ban these items, there would be less plastic waste on campus.

Popular Vote or Popular Culture?

How Being a “Fan” of Politicians Has Affected US Citizens
by Julia McCoy ’22
Opinion Co-Editor

POLITICS
January 2022 marks one year since the Capitol
Building in Washington, D.C. was stormed by
insurrectionists who operated under the guise of
patriotism. On Jan. 6, 2021, thousands swarmed
the historic building in hopes of “stopping the
steal” of the 2020 presidential election, in which
President Joe Biden was ultimately elected.
The people in that crowd, whether explicitly
emboldened by his words or not, were loyalists
of former President Donald Trump, who
wanted to hold his presidency for a second
term. Many risked jail and a loss of life to
protect a politician to whom they were loyal.
In this decade, it has become increasingly
popular to consider oneself a “fan” of a
politician, even if those labels are not said aloud.
Candidates in elections across all parties sell
merchandise and aspire to amass large
followings on Twitter and other social
media
platforms.
But
why?
This
was
certainly not the case in the country’s history.
Whether it is Donald Trump’s famed “Make
America Great Again,” or President Biden’s
apparent response, “We Just Did,” the country has
polarized itself not only in the ballot box, but also in
an inescapably societal manner. People are wearing
items of clothing that indicate their party preference,

far more than just a simple color or donkey symbol.
What has happened as a response is a catastrophic
divide amongst citizens that makes us question
if we are capable of maintaining relationships
without bringing up the topic of politics.
Not only does this interesting situation push
the parties further apart, but it also reaffirms the
bipartisan dynamic that the United States has
established in a powerful way. Those who do not
feel they agree strongly with either candidate may
feel lost in a sea of their loyal fans and ultimately
be persuaded to choose one of the two. A country
of fans does not bode well for those trying
to introduce the rise of a lesser-known party.
Fundamentally, it is important that the country
remembers that elections are a process in which we
are hiring someone. The president, or an elected
official at any level, is essentially an employee of
the people that should be willing to listen to their
voices. They are paid through our tax dollars, and
their occupation’s fate rests in the hands of our vote.
By emboldening these men and women through
excessive fanfare and glorifying their actions,
politicians may feel more powerful and less likely
to respond to the requests of their constituents.
In a New York Times essay titled “How Fan
Culture is Swallowing Democracy,” Amanda Hess
writes, “We are witnessing a great convergence
between politics and culture, values and
aesthetics, citizenship and commercialism.” With
the increased popularity of social media platforms
as a way to primarily consume media, citizens
run the risk of introducing the same fanfare they

would give to their favorite music artist or actor
to a politician. And politicians, through tweets of
their own and personal merch, are not against the
idea of their increased presence in pop culture.
When does it end? We have seen two presidents
tweet promises about the end of a pandemic.
We have seen presidential candidates lean
into their popularity on social media. We have
seen citizens fight each other in the name of a
politician. To reassess the situation, the country
must take a step back and realize that, for the
good of the people, politicians must be treated as
employees of the citizens of the United States. We
do not have to vote for the same people, but we
certainly do not have to defend those for whom
we vote to the point of risking our own lives.
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In response to former president Donald Trump’s “Make America
Great Again” slogan, President Joseph Biden celebrated his victory
with a rather sarcastic response.
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The Cost of “Zero COVID”

China Burdens Its Citizens With Zero-COVID Policy
by Christina Charie ’25
Opinion Staff

SOCIETY

the will of the government trumps all concerns.
People are starving, but the Chinese regime does
not examine all issues that arise during a pandemic.
With the global supply chain disrupted, China
only exacerbates the issue by shutting down
ports and factories after discovering a few
COVID-19 cases. The ripple effect of this decision
spreads far beyond China and the United States.
With goods becoming more difficult to obtain,
inflation will continue to persist at record levels.
Obviously, this continues to place an economic
burden on families struggling to acquire essential
products. With the Federal Reserve contemplating
potential economic intervention strategies in
the United States, China’s actions could lead
to a recession if interest rates are increased.
While stopping the spread of COVID-19 is
an admirable cause, the Chinese government
has gone to the extreme. The authoritarian
style of enforcement violates human rights.
Everyone should be concerned about the abuse

of power present in the world today. In the larger
view of the world, wearing a mask is not an
extreme mitigation effort. Life could be incredibly
more difficult. A crisis can become a distraction
from the real problems present within society.
Additionally, if part of China’s motivation is
ensuring the Olympics are held in the coming
weeks, the International Olympic Committee
should develop their own solutions. COVID-19
did not exist when Beijing was awarded the
2022 games. The committee is complacent by
allowing China to continue violating human
rights for economic revenue and nationalist glory.
Stopping the spread of the novel coronavirus is
a worthy cause deserving attention. However,
the world must not lose sight of the infinite
number of human needs. Staying home for two
weeks is not realistic for all individuals. With
numerous variants, COVID-19 is now part of
daily human existence. Zero COVID-19 is an
unlikely proposition after two years of surges.

Zero COVID-19 is a goal the world continues to
chase. However, the Chinese government thought
any draconian means were justifiable given the
imperative end. As the Winter Olympics approach,
Beijing is subject to substantial restrictions to ensure
China receives its moment in the global spotlight.
However, the cost of this policy continues to grow
exponentially as it spreads into the global economy.
A fine line exists between containing the COVID-19
pandemic and cruelty. In China, reports have
emerged of patients being denied critical medical
care because they live in an area with higher virus
transmission. Recently, a man burdened with chest
pain died from a heart attack after being denied
hospital care. A pregnant woman lost her baby after
her COVID-19 test was not considered acceptable
for admission into the hospital. While hospitals need
healthy staff to care for patients, turning patients
away undermines the purpose of the medical
sector. A heart attack is preventable in the right
medical environment. Therefore, medicine should
not take steps backward to contain COVID-19.
The Chinese government has raised a force of
nationalism committed to suppressing anyone
who defies authoritarian policies. Lockdowns
happen suddenly, without warning. Residents
who leave their homes for groceries are attacked by
the government’s enforcers. The government also
has nationalists verbally confront people on social
media platforms. Clearly, many Chinese citizens
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS
and residents do not favor this policy. However, With the 2022 Winter Olympics approaching, Chinese citizens are being forced into lockdown to prevent any resurgence
in COVID-19 cases.

The “Perfect Job” Doesn’t Magically Appear
Don’t Let the Job Search Ruin Your School Year

you are not alone. Most seniors feel thinking of your next career move.
confused, frustrated, and conflicted
Second, it is a proven fact that
with what to do after graduation. not all career paths are linear. Even
CAMPUS
Many are realizing that perhaps if you start out in an entry-level HR
what they set out to study is not position, you could change your
Every second-semester senior
exactly what they want to do. Or mind in two or even 15 years and
is beginning to feel the pressure
maybe it is exactly what they love, go to grad school or take a year to
of the last few months of
but their luck with finding the think and explore other avenues.
student status. Unfortunately for
perfect job that offers an entry-level
It is incredibly important and
seniors, the pressure to perform
position is incredibly stressful. helpful to talk to parents, mentors,
directly
after
graduation
is
For that reason, this summer of and friends to legitimize this
intense at Providence College.
2022 exists! If given the opportunity, concept. Hearing others’ stories
The idealization of already
take the summer to move home, and about their conventional but
having secured a job postunconventional,
difficult
live with a friend, find an odd also
graduation or going into graduate
job, and make some money while paths can help settle anxieties.
school application-craze mode
in this very moment seeps out
of the classroom and daily
conversations of the class of 2022.

However, career paths are not
as cut-and-dry as the PC culture
and some parents continually
portray them to be. While many
business school students have their
first entry-level job laid out postgraduation, they are some of the
only students with a clear idea of
their future. Even they will likely
switch paths soon after their 90-hour
work weeks drive them to insanity.
While the pressure may be on,
PHOTO COURTESY OF RHODE ISLAND CATHOLIC NEWS
there are so many reasons to take As the class of 2022 starts their final semester at Providence College, many worry about
a step back, breathe, and truly take what the future might hold. Come graduation day, students will still have plenty of time to
in your last experiences at PC.First, make a decision.
by Olivia Bretzman ’22
Opinion Staff

Converse with roommates and friends
in the senior class! Chances are many
of these individuals are beginning
to realize these same concepts,
which is incredibly comforting.
No matter what one’s job status
currently is, the end of college
is a transitional point in life for
everyone. It requires a deep sense
of appreciation for all the hard
work finally accomplished. It also
requires a level of maturity and
reflection on how to move forward.
Now, this “moving forward”
should not be rushed. Not many good
decisions are made within minutes,
but rather necessitate deliberation
over a long period of time. One
should take time to explore their
passions, what truly fuels them, and
even travel if they get the chance.
Life is incredibly short. To miss out
on life’s opportunities for discomfort
and growth is a true tragedy. To
ignore those lessons and one’s
true calling is an even bigger one.
No matter where one is in their
journey formalizing post-graduation
plans, the most important things
right now are to release the
pressure, accept reality, and enjoy
the last moments of senior year.
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New Year, Evolved Me

Creating Attainable Resolutions for 2022
by Jezel Tracey ’24
Opinion Staff

CAMPUS
The beginning of the year marks a
fresh page to be written in this “book
of life.” Its first lines consist of clichés
like “new year, new me” and “I am
going to be a better person this year.”
There are some who successfully
achieve these sayings and some
who do not. The difference between
their success is not their attitudes
or confidence, rather, the steps they
take to accomplish these goals.
New Year’s resolutions are
goals that individuals set for
themselves with the hope of
changing habits and accomplishing
tasks that they have never done
in previous years. Whether it is
losing weight, becoming more
mindful, or making more money,
New Year’s resolutions are always
oriented around improving oneself.
Setting goals for oneself is
extremely important and beneficial
for self development. However, these
goals might become taxing when
they are built on morals and interests
that do not align with one’s own.

Creating goals and making plans
that one wants to accomplish but that
do not consider one’s best interest
is one of the most toxic forms of self
development. In fact, this emotional,
spiritual, and physical exhaustion will
do the opposite of self development.
It is almost like trying to fit a puzzle
piece that looks like the right part of the
picture but is not. No matter how many
times you try to convince yourself that
it should fit, it never will, similarly to
how a goal not tailored to a person’s
current mental, emotional, and physical
state is neither helpful nor realistic.
The biggest mistake that individuals
make in their journeys to accomplish
their goals is failing to realize that
everyone’s process is different. No
matter how similar your fitness,
academic, or life goals are to someone
else’s, it would be foolish to measure
your capability with someone else’s.
Oftentimes, when we create the same
goals as other people, we neglect
our own personal needs and wants.
While it might feel grounding and
inspiring to follow another person’s
steps to development, it is important
to ensure that they are feasible for
your mind, body, and soul. These steps
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can range from workout plans, diets,
organizing skills, or even confidence.
Rather than using someone else’s
journey as a direction of where to go,
use it as a guide for how to get there.
As you set your New Year’s
resolutions and goals for 2022, make
sure that they are attainable and cater
to your best interests. Create your goals
and plans based on how your mind
and body respond and not because
someone else was able to accomplish
it. Instead of starting a new page with
“New year, new me,” start it with
“It’s a new year, and I will evolve to a
better me.” Focus on creating a better
version of yourself, not a new one!
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TANGENTS
PC Should Be on
Flip or Flop

Disclaimer
The opinions and positions expressed in The Cowl do
not necessarily represent those of Providence College
or The Cowl’s staff, and the content of advertisements
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Providence College announced a construction
project to create a new residence hall named after
Father Brian Shanley, O.P., a relief to students since
many friars remember the hassle of finding housing
last spring. While it is nice that PC is taking action to
solve this issue, the College should have also devised
a plan to renovate the existing dorm buildings. Many
of the residence halls were built in the 1950s and ’60s,
a face which becomes apparent once one steps inside.
The College’s tuition and room and board costs
have gone up expeditiously in the last ten years,
costing students over $77,000 to attend. Despite
these high prices, students feel that their needs are
not being entirely met in terms of comfortable living.
Basic living standards need to be met to justify the
exorbitant cost families are expected to pay. Many
female students who lived in McVinney Hall find
the rooms too small to be considered “doubles.”
Most residence halls do not offer air-conditioning or
adequate storage space and provide few wall outlets.
In Mal Brown, there are only four washers and
dryers for the 142 residents to fight over. Considering
the differences in technological needs over the last
50 years, printers and spacious study lounges in
dorms would help modernize these spaces and
make the room and board fees worth it for students.
The school administration and alumni’s
efforts to renovate and improve PC are
appreciated. However, instead of building
more, the College need to update what the
campus already has by partnering with students.

COVID-19 Cannot Stop
Friars Basketball

The Providence College Men’s Basketball Team
is ranked within the top 25 best teams in the
nation for the first time in years. With a record
of 16-2 and ranked No. 17 in the country, this
year’s squad is eyeing an NCAA tournament
berth. There is only one thing stopping this from
happening, and it is not any of the competition.
COVID-19 stands in the way of the college
basketball season. Even if athletes do follow
proper pandemic protocols, the season could
still be ruined by an executive decision due to
COVID-19 “problems.” Any upperclassmen can
remember the incredible run of the 2020 season
where the Friars took down top teams left and
right. As the Big East tournament rolled around,
their run to glory was destroyed by the beginning
of mass quarantines. At the time, little was known
about the virus and how it would affect people.
Now, with that knowledge, let the kids play.
Our Friar athletes work too hard to have their
chance at a great accomplishment stripped from
them. They dedicate their time, energy, and
effort to their sport. As their hard work finally
comes to fruition with a phenomenal season, let
us not have the virus be a greater concern than
rival Villanova University. It is time to finally
move forward with some normalcy, and there
is no better way to do it than by continuing
to watch the Friars win basketball games.
— Zach Rossi ’23

— Ashley Seldon ’24
PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY
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Word Bank
Boba Fett

Clone Wars

Death Star
		

Droid		

Darth Vader
Ewoks

Grievous

Force

Jar Jar Binks

Kenobi

Kylo Ren

Maul

Tatooine

Windu

Wookie

The Riddler’s Rotunda
What’s a Jedi’s favorite car?
What do you get when you cross Darth Vader with an elephant?
Why aren’t Wookies hunted for their meat?
What does Yoda do when he’s constipated?
What do you call a potato that’s fallen to the darkside?
Created with the combined brain power of The Puzzler ’23, The Riddler ’23, and the Brain Blaster ’23.

Photography

ABOVE: Students rehearsed for the “The Thanksgiving
Play” led by the Department of Theatre, Dance, and Film.
The play will be performed in the John Bowab Student
Theatre on Jan. 28, 29, and 30.
RIGHT: On Friday, Jan. 21, students played classic arcade
games such as air hockey at “Arcade Night” in Slavin.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Analisa Pisano ’23 and Victoria
Cannon ’25 performed in “Fefu and Her Friends” on Friday,
Jan. 21. The performance in Angell Blackfriars Theatre was
directed by Erin Joy Schmidt and hosted by the Department
of Theatre, Dance, and Film of Providence College.
BOTTOM LEFT: The Board of Programmers and Circolo
Italiano held “Mangia!”on Tuesday, Jan. 25 in McPhail’s.
Students enjoyed traditional dishes from Venda Ravioli.
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LILLIE HUNTER ’22/ THE COWL

ISABELLA BAFFONI ’23/ THE COWL

Photos compiled by Isabella Baffoni ’23, Photography Editor

VICTORIA HOLOWINSKY ’24/ THE COWL
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What is something you’re excited to do
in 2022?

“The musical at PC.”
Victoria Cannon ’25

“PC Chorus. ”
Ryan Carberry ’23

“Getting an internship. ”
Duncan Brown ’23

“All of my classes this semester.”
Molly McGoldrick ’25

“Black & White Ball. ”
Meagan Dennis ’24

“Spring Break. ”
Ryan Belhumeur ’23

“To perform at the Super Bowl!”
- Snoop Dogg

PHOTO COURTESY of Complex
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“Fefu and Her Friends” Take Over the Main Stage

Continued from front page

This was an experience entirely unlike any other
theatrical production you may attend, at the College
or elsewhere. Each scene was timed perfectly so
that Fefu could run through the house to invite the
women to play a game of croquet with her and Emma,
interrupting a “very serious” conversation between
Paula and Cecilia. When the tea kettle whistle sounded
in the kitchen, signifying the end of part two, each
scene had resolved itself (as much as each could).
With the audience back in their seats, part
three finally commenced with the rehearsal of the
charity event. The most substantive portion of the
rehearsal was Emma’s dramatic monologue on
the environment and civilization, with Rich at one
point prostrating herself on the carpet. When the
presentations concluded with Sue explaining the
finances and asking for pledges—“Blahblahblahblah,
pledges and money.”—it did not become any
clearer what the women were trying to do. Yet, this
seemed to be the point of the play: it matters not
why the women are meeting, just that they are.
The audience is expected to pay as much attention
to what the women do not say as what they do say.
Following the rehearsal, Julia delivers a monologue
and a shock. While Fefu is alone in the living room,
she exits from the kitchen, walking as if she hadn’t
been trapped in a wheelchair for a year. Fefu, and
the audience, were equally shocked. Was Julia lying
all this time about not being able to walk? Was Fefu
imagining things? One of the most frustrating and
wonderful parts about “Fefu and Her Friends” is that
these questions are not answered explicitly in the play.
Audience members are expected to come up with
their own interpretations of the events in this meeting.

Canada, Cahill, Cannon, Vennard, Rich, Pisano,
Schwab, and Slader delivered performances that
Fornés would have been proud to see. It was
obvious the actresses felt passionately about the
play through their dedication to their characters—
especially Rich, who donned a pink wig and a
turquoise number for most of the show. Despite
being close friends off the stage, this talented
group of women was able to capture how “women
are restless with each other,” to quote Fefu.
Some of the cast’s favorite memories were spent
together working on the production. Cannon
explained, “Working alongside such talented actors,
crew members, and designers has made this first show
incredibly special for me.” Her favorite memory from
working on the production is of Friendsgiving with the
cast and crew, organized by director Erin Joy Schmidt.
The last main stage play to be performed in front
of an audience at PC was “The Maids,” also directed
by Schmidt. With the COVID-19 pandemic shuttering
live performances at the College and across the
country for over two years, Schmidt thought “Fefu and
Her Friends” would be the perfect play to reopen the
Angell Blackfriars Theatre to audiences as it is “a play
about gathering.” Schmidt emphasized, “We have
been unable to gather for so long now that I believed
the simple theme of togetherness that binds the play
would resonate deeply with those in the audience
who have felt so isolated these last two years.”
However, getting to opening night was not easy
for the cast and crew, especially with the Omicron
variant of COVID-19 threatening the cancellation
of the show. “My biggest fear in December was
that we would never make it back in person for
crossover week in January, and the show would
be cancelled like so many others in the area,”
Cannon said. “We had a couple of sickness scares,
and many negative test results that were anxiously

PHOTO COURTESY OF VICTORIA HOLOWINSKY ’24

Live Theatre

Live Theatre Returns to Providence College

Victoria Cannon ’25, Kelsi Canada ’22, and Sydney
Cahill ’22 take the stage in “Fefu and Her Friends.”
awaited every time, but we made it through!”
Decisions were made on a day-to-day basis, with
the cast and crew not learning if guests would be
allowed until two days before opening night. Even
then, audiences were limited to PC students invited
by members of the cast and crew. It was undecided if
family members would be able to attend at all, which
Cannon described as the hardest part. Thankfully,
accommodations were made to allow outside guests
at Friday night’s performance. Everyone involved
in the production pushed to make this possible,
taking extra precautions to ensure the safety of
all members of the production and audience.
Such difficulties as were caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, Schmidt said, meant that “there was more
of a sense of collaboration and determination among
our students, faculty and staff during this production
than in any I have worked on in recent memory.”
Members
of
the
Providence
College
community will soon be able to watch the
recording of “Fefu and Her Friends” online.

The Breeze Takes McPhail’s by Storm

The First Performance of the New Semester Did Not Disappoint
by Jack Downey ’23
A&E Co-Editor
ON-CAMPUS ENTERTAINMENT
It has been a joyous return to
Providence College’s campus so
far this spring semester, despite
the looming threat of the Omicron
COVID-19 variant. This sense of joy
was apparent at McPhail’s on Friday,
Jan. 21, when local band The Breeze
took over the student entertainment
center and absolutely rocked the house.
Despite only being a group for
six months, The Breeze exhibited
remarkable talent. With its lineup
consisting of two Providence College
students, Jordan McBride ’23 (keys)
and Julia Carson ’25 (vocals), the five
piece band—occasionally expanding
to six when Carson’s brother Ben
joined on vocals and guitar—blew
through four hours of material
spanning multiple decades and genres.
The Breeze immediately captured
the attention of the packed bar by
opening with “Moves Like Jagger” by
Maroon 5. More and more people gave
their attention as the band continued
playing. At one point, Carson, who is
also a member of PC a cappella group
Strictly Speaking, called up Shannon
Flaherty ’24 to perform a duet version
of “Valerie” by Amy Winehouse, a
performance that went over well
with the crowd—particularly with
other members of Strictly Speaking.
As the night went on, the group

played more and more hits. Songs by
5 Seconds Of Summer, Taylor Swift,
and Miranda Lambert had people
screaming along. The Breeze also
performed an impressive medley of
’80s hits that included “Your Love” by
The Outfield, “Jessie’s Girl” by Rick
Springfield, and “Summer of ’69” by
Bryan Adams. One standout from the
group’s ’80s tracks was “Every Little
Thing She Does Is Magic” by The
Police, a surprising but tasteful choice.
However, the defining moment of
the night was when the band played
“Carry On My Wayward Son” by
Kansas. Starting the song off with a
killer drum solo, the band’s opening
notes had the crowd going wild. People

PHOTO COURTESY OF JACK DOWNEY ’23

Julia Carson ’25 performing with The Breeze.

stormed the floor and began dancing
and headbanging to the rock and roll
classic. After that moment, the crowd
was fully in the palm of the band’s
hand. They then played “The Real Me”
by The Who, another deep cut that
impressed any rock aficionados in the
audience. The rendition went on for
quite some time, giving every band
member a chance to show off their
chops. The Breeze continued in the rock
vein with their rendition of “Paradise
City” by Guns N’ Roses. Members
of the audience were stretching their
vocal ranges to compete with Carson,
who had no difficulty echoing the
mighty vocal highs of Axl Rose.
In addition to their magnificent
PHOTO COURTESY OF JACK DOWNEY ’23
Jordan McBride ’23 performing with The Breeze. skills, the band was very energetic,

with a stage presence that prevented
people from looking away. Carson
was a wonderfully charismatic singer,
and even McBride was jumping up
and down behind his keys. Despite
the fact that there were other events
going on around campus that night,
the crowd had hardly diminished
by the halfway point, as people
could not get enough of the energy
that emanated from the stage.
Overall, the show was a
phenomenally good time, and it was
certainly a performance that people
will be talking about for a long time to
come. Needless to say, PC students look
forward to The Breeze’s return, not
to mention the concerts at McPhail’s
that are to come this semester.
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In Memoriam: The Remarkable Life of Betty
The World Mourns the Loss of the Beloved Actress and Activist
by Claudia Fennell ’24
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
On Dec. 31, 2021, beloved actress
Betty White passed away at the
age of 99, mere weeks away from
what would have been her 100th
birthday on Jan. 17. According to
White’s death certificate, her cause
of death was a stroke that occurred
six days before she passed away.
A stroke occurs when blood clots
form and cause damage to the brain
tissue. White’s friend and agent, Jeff
Witjas, told E! News that the actress
died peacefully in her sleep while she
was at her home in Brentwood, CA.
Despite White’s cause of death
being confirmed as a stroke, some
people have begun to spread theories
across social media that her death was
caused by the COVID-19 booster shot
that she received three days before
passing away. Witjas commented
on these rumors as well; he stated to
E! News that White died of natural
causes and expressed that “her
death should not be politicized—
that is not the life she lived.”
White enjoyed substantial
popularity throughout the entirety
of her 80-year-long career.. She was
even awarded the title of the female
entertainer with the longest television
career by Guinness World Records.
White grew up in Los Angeles
and began her career in the 1940s
acting on various radio shows. At

PHOTO COURTESY OF GETTY

this time, she also began appearing on
television, in shows such as Life with
Elizabeth and Hollywood on Television.
Eventually, she became the host of the
latter program. White also became
a frequent guest on various game
shows, especially Password, which
was hosted by her third and final
husband Allen Ludden. The couple
was married for eighteen years, from
1963 until Ludden’s death in 1981.
White’s agent expressed to People
magazine that White did not fear
death because she believed she would
once again be reunited with her late
husband whom she loved so dearly.
In 1973, White first appeared on

The Mary Tyler Moore Show, a sitcom
that earned her three Emmy Award
nominations and two wins: one in
1975 and the other in 1976. White
began acting in arguably her most
famous television show, The Golden
Girls, in 1985. The show followed the
lives of four older women who lived
together in Miami, with White playing
one of these women, Rose Nylund.
From The Golden Girls alone, White
earned seven Emmy nominations
and one win, which she took home
in 1986. After the show ended in
1992, White made appearances
on other popular programs such
as That ’70s Show and Boston Legal.

In the late 2000s, White experienced
a resurgence in popularity when she
appeared in The Proposal, in which she
played Ryan Reynolds’s character’s
grandmother. In 2010, she appeared in
a Super Bowl commercial for Snickers
that earned her even more popularity
in mainstream media. One of her
most famous television performances
occurred in 2010, when she appeared
on Saturday Night Live and became the
show’s oldest host in history at the
age of 88. She received an Emmy for
best guest actress in a comedy series
for her performance on the show.
In addition to her work on
television, White was an animal
rights activist her entire life. She was
involved in American Humane for
over 60 years and became a national
ambassador for the non-profit
organization. In 2012, American
Humane honored White with the
National Humanitarian Medal,
their highest honor, for a lifetime of
advocating for animal welfare. White
also served as a trustee and chair for the
Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association
for over 40 years. Additionally, she
was involved in other charitable
organizations such as Guide Dogs
for the Blind, the Endangered Wolf
Center, and BraveHearts Therapeutic
Riding and Educational Center.
White has truly left behind a
special legacy of both caring for
people by making them laugh
and caring for animals in her
private and professional lives.

In Memoriam: Bob Saget

Remembering the Man Who Made the World Laugh
by Grace O’Connor ’22
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
Bob Saget was a renowned actor and comedian
most recognized for his role on Full House. He
passed away unexpectedly on Jan. 9 in Orlando, FL
after a comedy gig. The news shocked the world,
saddening many who have worked with him or
otherwise knew him during his successful career.
Saget’s wife, Kelly, shared, “My whole heart. Bob
was my absolute everything. I am so completely
shattered and in disbelief. I am so deeply touched by
the outpouring of love and tribute from our friends,
family, his fans and his peers. When the time is right
and when this news is not as raw, I look forward to
sharing more of Bob with the world.” This statement
is only one of many highlighting the tremendous
amount of love and support that Saget had.
Saget’s career took off in 1987 when he was
introduced in the iconic role of Danny Tanner on Full
House. Starting in the 1990s, Saget became the host of
America’s Funniest Home Videos. He was always known
to be naturally funny, winning the smiles of those
around him from a young age. Aside from his time
on Full House and AFV, Saget played a leading role
in the show Raising Dad and in the documentary The
Aristocrats. He also went on to become the narrator
for How I Met Your Mother and helped to produce
Farce of the Penguins. After taking a few years off
from television, he returned in 2009 with the show
Surviving Suburbia. Saget’s resurgence in popularity
was solidified with the 2014 release of his comedy
special That’s What I’m Talking About, which was
nominated for the Grammy Award for Best Comedy
Album. In recent years, Saget has returned to his
television roots, reprising his role as Danny Tanner in
the Full House revival Fuller House from 2016 to 2020.

Although Saget was known to be upbeat, he was
not without his personal struggles. For instance, the
death of his sister, Gay Saget—who passed away
from scleroderma, an autoimmune disease—had a
profound impact on the actor. According to CBS, he
once remarked that her decline ”was a three-to-four
year process, and she was gone. And I couldn’t bear
it…I can’t get the images of the end of her life out of
my head, ever.” Saget went on to say, “Humor is the
only way my family survived. It’s so healthy to laugh,
and I’m out there doing it and I know it’s healing for
people.“ Evidently, Saget’s pain drove his talent and
allowed him to be resilient after his sister’s death.
On Saturday, Jan. 8, after what would be Saget’s
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final performance, he posted on Instagram, ”I loved
tonight’s show in Jacksonville. Very appreciative
and fun audiences. I had no idea I did a two hour
set tonight. I’m back in comedy like I was when I
was 26. I guess I’m finding my new voice and loving
every moment of it. A’ight, see you in two weeks.
Goin’ everywhere until I get the special shot. And
then probably keep going cause I’m addicted to
this.” This Instagram caption, Saget’s final message
to the world, encapsulates the actor’s passion for his
craft and his love for his fans. The world will forever
feel the gravity of his death but will nonetheless
smile when looking back on his marvelous life.
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Album Review: Dawn FM
The Weeknd Takes Us on a Trip Through Purgatory
by Olivia Riportella ’25
A&E Staff
MUSIC
The sudden release of R&B/pop
icon The Weeknd’s new album Dawn
FM on Jan. 7 has taken the world by
storm. Featuring artists such as Tyler
the Creator, Lil Wayne, Oneohtrix
Point Never, Jim Carrey, Quincy Jones,
and Swedish House Mafia, this album
is packed with exciting contributions.
It is on track to be one of the
superstar’s most critically-acclaimed
records, featuring 16 songs for a
total of 51 minutes and 49 seconds.
Dawn FM is the most intriguing
release by Abel Tesfaye thus far, and
certainly one of the most intriguing
pop albums in years. Tesfaye has
said that the record is conceptualized
around the experience of listening
to a retro-pop radio station while
sitting in traffic in a tunnel, but the
tunnel is actually purgatory. This
vision makes for a fascinatingly
compelling narrative, and picks
up from where his 2020 release,
After Hours, left off in its storyline.
After Hours was a dancefloor record
released in the midst of a global
pandemic, when all dancefloors were
shut down. It served as a way for
The Weeknd to come to terms with
his depression and darker feelings
during what seemed to be the end
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The cover art for Dawn FM.

of the world. After Hours concludes
with The Weeknd’s character’s death
in the angst-filled final song, “Until
I Bleed Out.” Dawn FM continues
the character’s journey, opening with
pastoral winds and bird sounds as
he looks out to the light at the end of

the tunnel—which is death. His radio
is turned to the futuristic fictional
station 103.5 Dawn FM, hosted by
The Weeknd’s real-life neighbor Jim
Carrey, who parodies a blissed-out DJ.
There is a looming terror and
dread in Dawn FM, which The

Weeknd ironically contrasts with a
upbeat, retro-pop sound. The album
is one of his most creative, with a
retro, disco-synth sound of euphoria
in its first half followed by a more
serene sound in its second half.
Dawn FM is on the path for global
domination as it has already broken
impressive records in its release. For
one, The Weeknd has now charted
24 songs on the Billboard Global 200,
the most by any male solo artist in
history. The album also debuted at
No. 1 on Apple Music U.S and in 125
other countries, and it is currently
No. 1 on Spotify U.S. and globally.
Additionally, this latest release
has earned The Weeknd his highest
critical praise on an album thus far
in his career. Dawn FM received a
Metacritic score of 88, while Rolling
Stone rated the album four out of five
stars. Various critics have acclaimed
his creative artistry on the album.
Notably, The Weeknd has already
released an “Alternate World” deluxe
version of Dawn FM, featuring a
remix of “Sacrifice,” “Take My
Breath,” and “Moth to a Flame.”
In exciting news, the artist has
insinuated that Dawn FM will be
the first installment of “a new
trilogy.” Given that the storyline
surrounding Dawn FM is seemingly
endless, it will certainly provide the
Weeknd with ample opportunity
to
continue
experimenting
with his creative style of music.

Harry Potter 20th Anniversary: Return to Hogwarts

Harry Potter Cast and Crew Reunite for Reunion Special
by Madison Palmieri ’22
A&E Co-Editor
FILM
Although the last Harry Potter book
was released 15 years ago, and the
last Harry Potter movie 10 years ago,
fans’ passion for the beloved series
has not diminished in the slightest.
While the past decade has brought
more Potter content in the form of
the spin-off franchise Fantastic
Beasts and Where to Find Them and
Broadway play Harry Potter and the
Cursed Child, among other additions,
passionate fans remain nostalgic for
the stories that first introduced them
to the magic of the Wizarding World.
To celebrate this passion and
nostalgia, members of the cast and
crew from the eight Harry Potter
films recently reunited in an allnew HBO Max special, Harry Potter
20th Anniversary: Return to Hogwarts.
First announced on Nov. 16, 2021
in commemoration of the 20-year
anniversary of the release of Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer’s Stone on Nov. 14, 2001,
the reunion special began streaming
on HBO Max on New Year ’s Day.
To fans’ delight, many beloved
actors returned for the occasion. The
“golden trio” of Daniel Radcliffe
(Harry Potter), Rupert Grint (Ron
Weasley), and Emma Watson
(Hermione Granger) were certainly
the most notable appearances.
However, “Potterheads” were also

excited to see fan-favorites Tom Felton
(Draco Malfoy), Robbie Coltrane
(Rubeus Hagrid), Oliver and James
Phelps (Fred and George Weasley),
Helena Bonham-Carter (Bellatrix
LeStrange), and Gary Oldman
(Sirius Black) return to the screen.
The special consists of a series of solo
and group interviews in which the cast
and crew take viewers through each
Potter film, reminiscing about their
fond memories and sharing fun facts
about their time making the movies.
Notably, many of the interviews take
place on sets from the films, such as
the Gryffindor and Slytherin Common
Rooms. The special also features neverbefore-seen footage from auditions,
takes, and other on-set moments.
One memorable scene in the
reunion comes when crew members
from Chamber of Secrets reveal that
Richard Harris, who played
Albus Dumbledore, thought that
the animatronic used to portray
Fawkes the phoenix was real, and
they never told him otherwise
in order to preserve the magic.
Another interesting revelation
was Emma Watson and Tom Felton’s
discussion of their relationship.
Watson explained how she “fell in
love” with Felton in their early days on
set, recalling how she’d always look for
his number—7—on the call sheet every
morning, and if she saw it, she knew
“it was going to be an extra exciting
day.” Although Felton only saw her
as a friend during their time on set,

they both expressed that they share
a unique bond in the reunion special.
Perhaps the most heart-wrenching
part of Return to Hogwarts was the “in
memoriam” segment, in which the
assembled cast and crew paid tribute
to members of the franchise who have
passed away in recent years, such as
Alan Rickman (Severus Snape) and
Helen McCrory (Narcissa Malfoy).
Furthermore, in a poignant reflection on
his own mortality, Coltrane mused that
even though he won’t be around to see
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how the legacy of Harry Potter lives on
in future generations, “Hagrid will.”
This is precisely the magic of
Harry Potter, and precisely the
message captured in the reunion
special: no matter how much time
has passed, the Wizarding World’s
characters and stories will always
be there to welcome fans home.
It is quite fitting, then, that Return
to Hogwarts closes with one of the
franchise’s most famous quotes:
“After all this time?” “Always.”
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Netflix’s Cheer Returns for Season 2
The Hit Series’ Hopeful Message

by Talia Rueda ’23
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
The new season of Netflix’s Cheer
was released on Wednesday, Jan. 12
and quickly reached the top of the
streaming platform’s “most watched
in the US today” list. It offers a new
view of the world of cheerleading
as well as inspiring insights on the
top two cheer teams in the United
States: Navarro College and Trinity
Valley Community College. Due to
their athletes’ intriguing lifestyles
and determination, these teams
are notorious in the world of cheer.
One notable difference between
season one and season two of Cheer is
the latter’s attention to Trinity Valley,
who are the rivals of Navarro College
and were not as represented in season
one. The teams’ near-equal screen
time emphasizes the similar ways
in which they prepare to take on the
competition in Daytona Beach, FL.
This approach not only adds a new
significance to the ways in which both
squads devise techniques intended
to help them take the top spot in the
world of college cheerleading, but
also sheds light on commonalities
between the cheerleaders on the
different teams, such as their
similar lifestyles and struggles.
Many of the cheerleaders on both
teams come from broken households
and have faced everything from

financial issues to the incarceration
of family members. Although such
conditions are certainly tragic in any
circumstances, they pose a significant
challenge to competitive cheerleaders:
cheerleading is an expensive sport
that often requires athletes to join
multiple teams at once, participate in
competitions, and travel extensively.
Many of the Navarro College and
Trinity Valley Community College
cheerleaders struggle to pay for
these necessities in the sport.
Cheer explores these challenges,
but also how athletes are able to
overcome them. One cheerleader who

undergoes such a journey is Maddy
Brum, who joins the Navarro squad
in season two. Throughout the season,
several of Brum’s team members and
coaches reiterate her talent, admiring
how she can tumble, fly, and dance,
a combination of skills that not
everyone on her team possesses.
Brum’s upbringing consisted of
moving from house to house while
her dad was incarcerated and dealing
with worsening financial issues.
These struggles, however, did not
stop her from cheering: her home gym
knew that she struggled with a difficult
home life and could not afford to pay
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for a cheerleading career on her own,
but her coaches, recognizing that her
talent was undeniable, provided her
with a safe and accessible experience.
Stories such as Brum’s are what
make Cheer so important; they not
only illustrate the ways in which
cheerleaders use the sport as an outlet,
but also how cheerleading gives them
a sense of importance, community,
and purpose. Indeed, the experiences
of many of the cheerleaders featured
in both seasons one and two of Cheer
demonstrate that cheerleading has
offered them the family dynamic
that they were never given. Monica
Aldama, who coaches the Navarro
team, strives to create a positive
community for her team. Throughout
the series, several of her cheerleaders
reiterate that Aldama is like the
mother they never had: not only does
she give them the foundations and
coaching necessary for them to have a
future in cheerleading, but also those
necessary for them to have stable lives.
In season one of the show, a
cheer professional comments that
“the cheer world is very insular,”
meaning that famous cheer teams
and cheerleaders are only known by
other cheer teams rather than by the
public at large. Cheer offers America
a closer look at this world and, in
exploring how the sport has given
many athletes who face hardships
stable and successful futures, which
they might not otherwise have,
offers an inspirational story of hope.

Money Heist Says Bella Ciao!

The Netflix Original Series’ Bittersweet Finale
by Riley Coyne ’24
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
“How lucky am I to have something
that makes saying goodbye so hard?”
This question is one that both cast
members and fans of Money Heist,
one of the most iconic series on
Netflix, are asking themselves as the
show finally comes to an end. The
beloved Spanish series, also known
as La Casa De Papel, consists of five
seasons in total: the last of which was
released in early December of 2021.
Money Heist has taken the world
by storm, becoming a phenomenon
not only in Spain, but also globally.
When the show was first released,
actor Álvaro Morte, better known
as The Professor, insisted that the
cast and crew had no idea the series
would get so much love and attention
from the international community.
In season five, the gang encounters
their most difficult heist yet. Indeed,
their previous heist, which constituted
the premise of the show’s first few
seasons, stands to finally be outdone as
they attempt to enter The Bank of Spain.
While this season features many of the
show’s original characters, a few new
faces make their debut as well. New
allies and enemies are added into the
mix, making for a suspenseful finale.
Interestingly enough, just as they
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do for their first heist, the gang dress in
red jumpsuits accented with Salvador

Dalí masks to conceal their identities.
They force the hostages they take to

wear the same getup so that when the
police intervene, they will not be able
to differentiate anyone. This effective
tactic puts the gang at an advantage.
The constant back and forth between
them and the police is comparable to
a game of chess, and it leaves viewers
constantly on the edge of their seats,
waiting to see which side will get the
checkmate. The Professor, the show’s
criminal mastermind, always says
that business and pleasure do not mix,
even though he knows that viewers
cannot help but love the morallycomplicated characters in the gang.
The main message of the final
season of Money Heist is that truly
nothing is impossible. Of course,
there are obstacles and challenges
that the gang encounters along the
way, but it only motivates them to
continue with their plan. Indeed,
the most prominent theme in Money
Heist is resistance. The song “Bella
Ciao,” which has essentially become
the soundtrack for the series, is
symbolic of freedom and resistance.
It is an old Italian folk song that
was originally used to protest unfair
working conditions and later used
by Italian partisans against the fascist
party. In the show, the phrase “We
are the Resistance” is periodically
repeated to remind the gang of their
purpose. What is it that they are
resisting, exactly? To find out, stream
Money Heist season five on Netflix.
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Recap: The 2022 Golden Globes

The Andrew Garfield
Renaissance
Controversy Overshadows This Year’s Ceremony
by Grace Whitman ’22
A&E Staff
TELEVISION/FILM
In 2021, Tina Fey and Amy
Poehler hosted the 78th Golden
Globes. The pair used their
opening monologue to bring
to light the lack of diversity
in the Hollywood Foreign
Press Association, the group
that selects the nominees
and winners for the Golden
Globes and also invites new
members into the HFPA. At
that point, not a single person
on the 87-member committee
was Black, which had been
the case for over two decades.
Since last year’s Golden Globes, the HFPA has
inducted 21 new members, including six Black
journalists, five Asian journalists, 10 women, six
Latinx individuals, and four individuals of Middle
Eastern/North African descent. In a statement made
after the announcement of the new members, HFPA
President Helen Hoehne said, “We are building a new
organization, one that is not focused on fulfilling quotas,
but instead has diversity and inclusion at its core.”
The new members of the HFPA had immediate
voting rights, and their impact was apparent in the
79th annual Golden Globes awards ceremony, which
took place on Sunday, Jan. 9. However, the changes
were not as well-received as the HFPA had hoped.
NBC, which has hosted the Golden Globes for over 25
years, was particularly unimpressed by the seemingly
performative nature of the HFPA’s changes: the
network refused to air the Globes, leaving them
unaired on television. Evidently, the show that was
once the hottest ticket and known for kick-starting

award season will be required to make additional
internal changes before it can regain credibility.
Despite being unaired—as well as the additional
challenges of Tom Cruise returning his three Golden
Globes in 2021 and Scarlett Johansson actively urging
her fellow actors to boycott the award show in
response to the HFPA’s lack of diversity—the Globes
went on, though with no red carpet, no musical guests,
and no guests or media outlets. Rather, the event
primarily focused on the organization’s philanthropy.
The winners were announced on Twitter by
the @goldenglobes verified account. The major
awards went to The Power of the Dog for Best Motion
Picture—Drama and West Side Story for Best Motion
Picture—Musical or Comedy. West Side Story, a
remake of the 1961 film of the same name, also won
for Best Supporting Actress with Ariana DeBose
in the role of Anita and Best Performance by an
Actress in a Motion Picture—Musical or Comedy
with Rachel Zegler in the role of Maria Vasquez.
The Power of the Dog also won for Best Director with
Jane Campion and Best Supporting Actor with
Kodi Smit-McPhee in the role of Peter Gordon.
Other individual awards went to Will Smith for
his role of Richard Williams in King Richard, Nicole
Kidman for her role as Lucille Ball in Being the Ricardos,
and Andrew Garfield for his role of Jonathon Larson
in Tick, Tick... Boom! An awards season frontrunner
since its release, Tick, Tick... Boom! sees Garfield bring
Larson, writer of the Broadway show RENT, back to
life and celebrate his incredible impact on musical
theater. The film is directed by Lin-Manuel Miranda.
With regard to the future of the Golden Globes, NBC
has expressed that it wants to give the HFPA time to
resolve its problems and hopes that it will be possible
to broadcast the event in 2023. Hopefully, this boycott
will push the HFPA to make further, more meaningful
internal changes and facilitate the advancement
of inclusion in the entertainment industry.

Things I Should Have Said:

Jamie Lynn Spears’ Controversial New Book
by Nikki Idelson ’22
A&E Staff
CELEBRITY
Although much recent media attention has
centered on Britney Spears’ conservatorship, another
member of the Spears family is now making waves.
Britney Spears’ sister, Jamie Lynn Spears, recently
released a memoir entitled Things I Should Have
Said. The book is proving to be quite controversial.
According to the BBC, many, including Britney
Spears, believe that “the ill-timed memoir contains
several misleading or outrageous claims.” The book
was released on Jan. 18, and centers around Jamie
Lynn Spears’ life. As the BBC explains, the book also
details “her young daughter’s near-fatal accident in
2017, her relationship with Britney, and the role she
played in the singer’s controversial conservatorship.”
In an interview with ABC, Jamie Lynn Spears said that
she was her “sister’s biggest supporter” throughout
her conservatorship. Evidently, Jamie Lynn Spears
believes that she and her sister have always had a close
relationship, while Britney does not feel the same.
In Things I Should Have Said, Jamie Lynn Spears
also claims that Britney’s behavior slowly became
“erratic, paranoid, and spiraling.” When the younger
Spears appeared on the podcast Call Her Daddy to
discuss and promote the book, she discussed at length
an alleged experience where “Britney supposedly
locked herself in a room with a knife and told me
she was ‘scared.’” The elder Spears responded to her
sister’s claims in a Good Morning America interview,
clarifying that her sister was hardly ever around her
when she began to experience personal difficulties
and would not have seen her exhibit such behavior.
According to BuzzFeed, Britney took to Twitter to
more specifically deny the claim that she had locked
herself and Jamie Lynn in a room with a knife. In
a post seemingly directed at her younger sister,
she wrote: “I’ve never been around you ever with

a knife or even would I ever even think to do such.”
Many fans of Britney Spears and advocates of the
#FreeBritney movement, which came about in support
of the singer and her struggles with the conservatorship
that governed her life for over a decade, have accused
Jamie Lynn Spears of releasing her memoir and
fabricating various claims in it to gain attention.
Jamie Lynn, however, is trying to shut down such
accusations. According to the BBC, she has responded
to these rumors by saying, “I can’t help that I was
born a Spears too, and that some of my experiences
involve my sister.” Jamie Lynn has also insisted
that her book is about so much more than Britney.
Throughout Britney Spears’ fight for freedom from
her conservatorship, she has openly discussed the
emotional abuse that she has faced from her father
for years, as well as his alcoholism. Jamie Lynn
has now done the same in her book. According to
BuzzFeed, she writes, “His bouts of drinking always
caused me periods of torment and sorrow.” Such
revelations help to show how the alcoholism her and
Britney’s father, James Parnell Spears, experienced
had a significant impact on both sisters’ lives.
In her memoir, Jamie Lynn Spears also opens up
about her parents’ lack of support when she became
pregnant at a young age. According to BuzzFeed, “She
felt pressured to make the ‘issue’ disappear.” After she
chose to keep the baby in spite of her parents’ lack of
support for her decision, they
placed her in an “insufferable
remote cabin in the Northeast
while she was pregnant to keep
the news from leaking.” Such
treatment made Jamie Lynn feel
completely alone and “alienated.”
Those interested in learning
more about Jamie Lynn
Spears’ life story can purchase
Things I Should Have Said
through Amazon, Barnes &
Noble, or a local bookstore. PHOTO COURTESY OF AMAZON

The Actor’s Resurgence
in Popularity
by Kate Picone ’22
A&E Staff
FILM

Note: This article contains potential
spoilers for Spider-Man: No Way Home
Until his intense performance as Eduardo
Saverin in The Social Network, Andrew
Garfield’s career was not recognized by the
mainstream media. After viewers watched
his iconic speech at the end of the film,
however, he began to receive much more
recognition for his authentic acting onscreen
and charisma on the red carpet. He is currently
experiencing a particular surge in popularity.
After The Social Network, Garfield was cast
as Peter Parker in Sony’s The Amazing SpiderMan, and even though he is one of three actors
who have played a live-action version of the
superhero in the past two decades, his portrayal
of Spider-Man remains unique and beloved.
Indeed, Garfield brought to the role the boyish
charm that Peter Parker is supposed to have,
while also incorporating Spider-Man’s wit and
sarcasm into his interpretation of the character.
In The Amazing Spider-Man and its sequel,
Garfield compels the audience with his adorable
nerdiness, fumbling over his words when
talking to Gwen Stacy, his love interest, and his
strength when saving the people of New York.
This role remains Garfield’s most iconic to date.
As a result, even though the actor has maintained
a lower profile in recent years, fans of SpiderMan were quick to hope that he would make an
appearance in the latest installment of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe’s Spider-Man series, SpiderMan: No Way Home. To fans’ delight, Garfield
appeared in the film alongside Marvel Cinematic
Universe Spider-Man Tom Holland and Tobey
Maguire, who starred as the web-slinger in
Sam Raimi’s Spider-Man trilogy, prompting
many to revisit the charming actor ’s career.
While Garfield will perhaps always best be
known as the “amazing Spider-Man,” he is
certainly not limited to that role or the superhero
genre of movie. Aside from his career-changing
turn in The Social Network, he is featured in more
dramatic pieces. Recently, he starred alongside
Jessica Chastain in The Eyes of Tammy Faye and
in the critically-acclaimed Lin-Manuel Miranda
movie musical Tick, Tick…Boom! in which he
portrayed RENT composer Jonathan Larson.
Although he is only now experiencing a
resurgence in popularity, Garfield has proven
time and time again that he excels in any
role he is given and deserves his reputation
as one of today’s most talented actors.
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by Sarah McLaughlin ’23
Portfolio Co-editor

Why do I always end up
wanting to punch myself in
the face after making small
talk?
This new girl comes into
work, and I ask her if it’s
still raining because I’m
leaving, and she says no,
and so I stuff my raincoat
into my backpack, awkwardly crouching over
in the desk chair and sort
of holding the backpack
up with my feet and I
say something dumb like
“guess I won’t be needing
this anymore,” and laugh
as if it’s funny, and she sort
of laughs, too, but in a way
like she pities me, and then
I say something about how
I wish we would get fall
weather soon and how I
hate the summer, and that’s
true, but why do I say hate?
It’s such an aggressive and
unnecessary word in that
context, and then she looks
at me and says, “Well, I
think you’re alone in that,
Dillon,” and I’m just left
staring at her like an idiot
wondering how she knows
my name.
And then after I stare and
she turns away to sit at a
desk and her small gold
hoop earrings swing a little
and glint under the ceiling
light, I remember she was in
my freshman-year writing
seminar; she was the girl
I thought had a nice voice
and said thoughtful things
about everyone’s essays,
and I always caught myself
staring at her just like I am
now. I can’t for the life of
me remember her name.
But I can check the schedule. It’s Lexi.
I’m not surprised she
works here. I remember
now that I read her narrative essay in our seminar.
She wrote about growing
up in South Dakota and
having a crush on the quarterback of her high school’s
football team. It should’ve
been so silly. But, somehow,

FICTION

there, and the sun beat
down on us, but I wore a
cept that he was a boy and
she made it captivating. I
baseball cap and the brim of
wish I could remember it
gave me his duplicate Poké- it kept the frog shaded.
fully.
mon cards so I supposed
Minutes later, a few kids
When I was in first grade, he was a friend. But I knew
on bicycles and Razor scootI hung out with a group of
that word meant someers rolled along the street,
girls who liked to sing Taything different—I knew
almost passing me without
lor Swift songs while we
from the smirks on their
notice, but they stopped
maneuvered our way across faces, the way they’d flash
and stared down at the girl
ladders and beams and
their new adult front teeth
with grass stains on her
monkey bars. I can’t remem- I didn’t have yet, the way
knees and mud caked unber if I got into her music
Avril Lavigne sung about a
der her fingernails holding
because my dad put it onto
similar word—girlfriend—in a Tupperware container.
the old MP3 player he gave another song I had on my
“What the hell is that?”
me for my sixth birthday or MP3 player; I just didn’t
one of them asked, and
because they liked it first,
know what. So I shook my
it felt like someone had
but I learned all the lyrics to head and didn’t say a word dropped ice down my shirt;
the songs we’d sing either
and neither did Tommy, and my mom had told me to
way. Spring rolled around
I just hoped they’d leave us never use that word.
and a sign-up sheet was
alone.
I lifted the container up
put on the bulletin board in
On my street there was
to show them and probour classroom for the talent a kid named Zach, who I
ably shyly mumbled someshow. I thought about writ- think was my age but was
thing, too, although who
ing my name down because at least twice my size. There knows if they were even
I had just started learning
is a little creek that runs in
listening. They stared, and
guitar. Then I saw the four
the patch of woods behind
smiles grew on their faces. I
girls walk up to the wall
my house, and I liked to
smiled, too.
together and pencil their
catch frogs. In the spring,
“What are you gonna do,
names one at a time. When
especially, they weren’t too
kiss it?”
they came back over to sit
hard to find. Catching them
They laughed in choat our shared table, I asked
was the tricky part, but it is
rus. And that’s when Zach
what they were going to
a skill I’d mastered over the tossed his bike to the side,
perform. For some reason,
years.
reached down into the
in my head, it was going to
I think it was that same
Tupperware, pulled out the
be four individual acts. But
spring when “Love Story”
frog, and in one furious but
then one of them said they
was all over the radio when careless motion threw it
were going to sing “Love
I caught a frog and decided onto the ground with a wet
Story” and explained how
to make a little home for it
splat and squashed it under
they were going to dress up, in a Tupperware container— his foot.
the taller two in suit jackets without the lid, of course,
I don’t remember how
and ties that belonged to
but I picked one with sides
it looked. I know my eyes
their older brothers and the tall enough that it couldn’t
were open, but it’s like time
shorter two in white dresses climb out. I put a little mud has censored the image.
with their First Communion from the creek bed at the
When I step outside,
veils. After that day, they
bottom and plucked some
letting the heavy door fall
spent most recess periods
grass from my yard. The
closed behind me, it isn’t
rehearsing on the blacktop
frog seemed to like it—at
raining—Lexi was right—
how they would hold hands least, after a few minutes,
but it’s misty, and the gray
and spin each other in
he stopped trying to esclouds shielding the sun
circles. I started sitting with cape. I was so proud of my
make it impossible to tell if
a kid named Tommy who
little architectural creation
it has already set.
would hide in the corner
that I felt a desire to show
by himself and organize his it off, for somebody else to
Pokémon cards.
see it and appreciate it just
I remember some girls
as much as I did. So I did
used to see me and Tommy something I didn’t do ofin the corner of the cafeteria ten and brought the frog to
and ask if he was my boythe front yard, away from
friend. I didn’t have a conthe creek, and down to the
cept of what that meant exsidewalk. I sat cross-legged
PHOTOS COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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Yellow
by Marelle Hipolito ’22
Portfolio Staff
PROSE POETRY

So dull was the class today that I drew a house. It had a white picket fence. The grass was green and the
flowers radiated life. It had five windows, four squares in between maroon brick walls, and one circle
inviting a peak of sunlight into the second floor. My pen ink was black, so I could only imagine it, but the
door was yellow, yellow, so bright and yellow.
So yellow was the door that all the neighbors talked about it.
“Their door is so yellow! Do you know why? All of our houses’ doors are blue and dark brown; theirs
does not match and it changes the whole neighborhood. Where do they come from? Why are they here?
How are they okay with such a different door? Looking at it is like staring at the sun!”
So many were the neighborly questions that I started to question, too. Why is it bad that our door is as
yellow as the sun? Their doors are as blue as the sky and as dark as the earth; together our neighborhood
could be the world. How is it so different? Our door opens and closes, just like their doors. It’s in the
middle of the house under a circle window and with two square windows on either side, just like their
houses. The grass is green and has flowers, just like their lawns.
So dull the questions made me that I finished my drawing. I drew curtains over all five windows,
with the circle taking back its invitation to the light. I shaded splinters on the white picket fence, and
I curved the stems on the flowers to make them face down. I didn’t have much ink left, and since it
was only black, I could only imagine it, but the door was blue and dark brown, just like the rest of the
neighborhood.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM

My piece of art had been
hanging in that museum
for far too long. I was never
entirely on board with the
fact that the museum would
take it and display it, and
I wanted it back—it was
a masterpiece, after all. I
called and emailed and
called again, but the museum refused to give back my
painting. Even worse? The
painting was of my dead
dog. How ruthless that the
museum wouldn’t return
it to me! Did they have no
souls? I came to a realization: I would need to steal it.
The idea came to me
while I was watching some
movie about a heist and
they seemed to pull it off
pretty well. I understood
that someone else wrote the
plan and that these people
are just actors, but to be
honest, I was desperate. In
my desperation, I didn’t
bother coming up with a
bombproof plan; I decided
I would walk into the museum, go to the exhibit that
held my painting, and take

Heist

der. “I’m going to need to
check your bag before you
leave, sir.”
by Kate Ward ’23
“You only check bags
Portfolio Staff
when people enter the muFICTION
seum—why are you coming
after me?” I asked, pulling
too far, so I didn’t have too
it off the wall. I would, of
my bag away from him.
much anxiety building up
course, take a bag with me
“We have reason to beabout it, but I was still nerso I could hold the paintlieve you may be stealing.
ing, and thankfully it wasn’t vous.
Now, would you please
I got into the museum un- step aside so we can get this
much bigger than two sheets
scathed. The guards didn’t
of paper.
figured out?” He swept his
ask me about my empty bag arm to the side, pulling me
Normally when artor why I had it—as far as
ists have their art stolen,
with him so other people
whether it’s online or out of they knew, I was just anoth- could pass. The guard
er environmentally friendly picked up his walkie talkie
a museum, it isn’t the artNew Yorker making his way and spoke into it, calling
ist himself doing the stealthrough an art museum.
ing, so I thought that if this
for the museum director to
I found it. The watchwent south, then I guess
come assist.
ful eyes of the guards were
I’ll make history. I didn’t
“Why are you stealing?”
elsewhere, either on their
want to sit with my plan;
“You never got back to
phones or focused someI needed to carry it out as
me,” I snapped. “I wanted
where else entirely. I apsoon as possible, so I didn’t
the painting back, so I took
proached my painting and
psych myself out and end
it. It’s mine.”
let the top handle of my bag
up staying home. The day
“Sir, I have never seen
after I created this plan I got slide open, I lifted the glass
you before in my life,” the
and the canvas off the wall
up, got dressed in the most
director replied. “That isn’t
boring outfit I could muster, and slipped it into my bag. I your artwork.”
and went about my morning tried not to, but I did scurry
out of there. I hurried back
routine. I walked down the
down to the entrance.
steps of my apartment and
A guard’s heavy hand
started the trek to the muclapped down on my shoulseum. Thankfully, it wasn’t

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM

20 The Cowl

Conspiracies roll around in
my mind as I do in my bed.
Another night when I cannot
fall asleep. I turn on my fan
for noise, but I am not warm,
so I aim it towards the ceiling.
There’s something about my
bedroom that has never felt so
unfamiliar before. My bed. Returning to my bed after a long
day of work and school was
my daily dose of euphoria that
I needed to take me to the next
day. Or what about the days
where I would go to concerts,
wait in line for hours, jump
around and scream my head
off for a couple more hours,
drive home for about another
hour? After all those days, seeing my bed meant returning to
a safe space. It meant comfort.
It meant that I had survived
another day. Now, I never want
to see my bed again.
Sitting on my bed, I open
Netflix and while it loads I look
out my window. On one side of
the street a man zooms by on
his bicycle. Here and then gone.
On the other side of the street,
I see a woman walking her
dog. She is well-kept. Leggings,
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An Ode to 2020
by AJ Worsley
Portfolio Staff
PROSE POETRY

running shoes, looking down
at her Fitbit. She goes on walks
regularly, probably even when
it's raining. Her hair is in a ponytail, and it swings back and
forth like a metronome as she
walks pridefully by my house,
unaware that I am watching
her with envy. Netflix is done
loading.
But in all this free time, I was
able to scroll through various
social media platforms, all of
which reminded me to go easy
on myself. “You’re only unproductive by the standards of the
world we lived in two months
ago,” I read on Instagram.
“Keep your head up, things
aren’t easy right now,” Facebook yelled at me. I quickly
became a victim, hostage to
my own anger because I finally
had the free time I desired and
wasted it rewatching television
shows I had already seen. At
the same time, I had become the
villain, because I knew what I
was doing, and I knew how it

made me feel, and I made no
changes to my daily schedule.
But not even a good television show could distract me
from the horror. The news
became the only piece of media
we followed. It screamed at us:
“America’s numbers are up.
Will school return in the fall?
Concert cancellations. Sports
cancellations. Bars and clubs
and convenience stores shut
down. Potential cure? Not for a
while! Pandemic is good for the
climate crisis! Less emissions!”
Better to be overinformed than
ignorant, but I’d kill for the
bliss.
Another sunrise had occurred, and I had missed it,
waiting minutes before my class
to wake up. Roll out of bed. Put
my glasses on. Take my retainer
out of my mouth. Open up a
window so that my classmates
did not think I was getting my
degree from a morgue. Join the
call. Pretend I knew what was
going on. Leave. Repeat. Most

days feel like this. The slightest
sound could get stuck in my
head. The dullest image would
linger in my mind for far too
long.
Unfortunately for man, we
do not get to pick and choose
when pandemics rise and kill
thousands of people because
the weather is getting nice and
it's becoming harder to stay
indoors. Sure, on average, ten
to twenty people walk by my
house during a fifty-minute lecture, but I am not one of them.
After a long day of Zoom
calls, I sit on the porch and
watch the sky get darker by the
minute. Time goes by, as it does,
and soon enough stars fill the
sky. I had not seen this many
stars in the sky in months. One
night prior I remember looking
out the window and seeing no
stars. But on this night, it was
impossible to look at the sky
and feel like you were looking
at anything less than A Sunday
Afternoon on the Island of La
Grande Jatte. I mourned the
things I had found and rejoiced
in the things I had lost.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PEXELS.COM

An Hone s t Discussion Abou t Par ie tals
by Aidan Lerner ’22
Portfolio Staff
SATIRE

As Cowl readers will know,
parietals have been in effect
since women were introduced
to Providence College in 1971.
Their purpose was to encourage same-sex intimacy among
first year students before they
are exposed to the free world
of non-gendered dorms. Is this
performative wokeness? Sure.
But in fairness to the College,
performative wokeness was
rare in the early 1970s, and they
did not get much Twitter applause for the initiative.
While parietals are certainly
a measure made in good faith,
they do have their critics. The
biggest concern brought up
over and over again is safety.
When I was a freshman, this
was something I grappled with
myself. On occasion, it is safer
to host a female friend for the
night rather than sending them
out to contend with the campus at large between the hours
of midnight and 6 a.m..As an
off-campus student now, my
friends and I have a rule which
prohibits walking home alone
after dark. If you can’t drive,
then you can sleep on the couch
until morning because, frankly,
Eaton and the surrounding
streets are not safe at night.
Now, this piece does not intend to argue against parietals:

quite the opposite. It would
have been a shame if visitors
had interrupted the closeness
evolving between myself and
my roommates. No, parietals
have a definitive purpose and
are a part of what makes PC
special. For the solution to the
issue of safety, I will turn to
a different experiment begun
during my days in the dorms.
In my freshman year, my RA
had a rule: we were required to
walk our guests home. Why?
Well, because men are monsters.
If you are a man, you have
probably heard women say
this and have shaken your
head, lamenting that women
will not recognize that you
are a “nice guy.” Well, I would
encourage you to look at the
world through a different lens.
What would you call a testosterone-fueled muscle-bound
figure who is more physically
dominant than you in the same
way that a car is to a squirrel?
Also—fun side note—three
times a week they imbibe a substance that makes them prone
to aggression and removes their
inhibitions. I call that a monster,
and women on campus have
every right to fear monsters.
The beauty of my RA’s rule is

that these “monsters” have the
chance to be put to good use.
If you are a man, you can put
your physicality to protect your
visitor from monsters and make
sure theyget home safe.
Once again, dear reader, I
know what you are thinking:
What if I get in a fight protecting my visitor? Never fear, this
is the article for you. I will teach
you how to fight, with ease.
First of all, do not worry about
your visitor. Once you step up
to confront the other man, they
will be able to escape, leaving
the two of you alone. Now, it
is time to go to work. In my
experience, it is wholly unnecessary to go all the way; these
situations can be defused without getting messy. Step one is
trash talk. You want to activate
his primal instincts. You can
comment on his intelligence or
his sense of style, but the best
thing to do is go after his looks.
You want to whip him into a
frenzy and make him want you
to come at him hard. When the
blood is rushing towards action, it is impossible to think
straight. As you continue to
whet his appetite for a fight,
you throw a jab at the tip of his
nose. This will cause him to tear
up around the eyes, and he will

be disoriented. At this point,
both of you will be primed for
an explosion of violence. Aggression is in your DNA! But
you will not give in. As quick as
possible, you need to pull out of
the encounter and streak away
back towards the safety of your
dorm. Once safe, you’ll realize
that the parietals were respected, your visitor was kept safe,
and no one was hurt! Congratulations, you just left the campus
better than you found it!
Ultimately, parietals have a
purpose, and it is a purpose
worth respecting. The traditions
of Providence College are what
make it so special. As a senior, I
hope that life here can continue
to be safer for everyone. Let us
look out for one another and
stay safe!
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How Death Lingers

Tiffany &
Earl

by Mariela Flores ’23
Portfolio Staff
POETRY

Content warning: This poem contains themes of death and suicide.

Both of my parents teased their death. One friend took their death and plastered it onto
every wall of my life. I had my very own half death, one at twelve, another at fifteen––I am
starting to think these events are related.
While I witnessed all of these half deaths: my dad’s two heart attacks, my mom’s staggered
breathing; while I witnessed the aftermath of a life in the face of Arianna on a hot July day,
no one,
not one person,

I have never said it out loud, can’t utter the words, it’s too hard.
If I am sitting in a therapist’s office and they ask me if I’ve had thoughts of hurting myself,
there’s venom that lingers in their voice that poisons the time I have to talk.
If I say it, the death thing, I’d have to fix it and fixing it means being sent away.
And I am far too afraid of being somewhere other than near.
I want to feel different from my younger selves.
They left behind raised skin and an itchy habit that makes me hate them.
My body has changed, I cut my hair and it’s darker now, but this part of me––
like lines to an old song—stays stuck on me and it makes it so hard to feel changed.
I am actively trying to learn how to live and how to want to live and how to tell
myself that wanting to live and learning how to live is just as good as living.
Death lingers on my worst days, loud and crass,
it hums on my best days, static, white noise.
On the best days and the worst days, I will myself not to listen.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PEXELS.COM

Best icebreakers to start off the semester
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dear Tiff and Earl,
What happened to
syllabus week? It’s one
day into the semester and
I’m already feeling the
burnout. Help.
Sincerely,

has ever witnessed my own.

Listomania*

Making PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time

Anything other than name/major/hometown.
What’s your least favorite icebreaker?
What’s your favorite book?
What song describes your life right now?
If you were a potato, how would you like to be cooked?
If you could audition for one TV show, which one would it be?
If you could only listen to one album for the rest of your life, what would
it be?
Do you fold your pizza?
If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it
be? (The answer is salad)
Best fruit story (shoutout Dr. Stevens)
Choose a famous person you’d want on your team for a zombie
apocalypse.
What actor do you feel should play you in the movie about your life?
What’s your shoe size?
Hand out literal Ice Breakers.
What’s your MBTI type?
Do you prefer morning or night showers?
What fictional family would you be a member of?
Anything but syllabus quizzes.

*Listomania and Tiffany & Earl are both satirical pieces that do not reflect the views of Providence College or The Cowl.

Going Downhill Fast
Dear Downhill,
Now, now, always
remember that you
MUST put yourself first.
If you feel that you need
to, take a self-care week.
Don’t worry about your
professors, your classes,
your roommates, or any
other responsibilities.
Write a syllabus on YOU,
and make THAT class
your first priority. You
can’t graduate without
fulfilling YOUR core
requirements!
Cheers!

Tiff

Dear Going Downhill
Fast,
When I find myself in
times of trouble, I pull
out my handy-dandy
binder full of printed
copies of all of Dean
Sears' emails from the
past few years. Stop
whatever you're doing,
go to your nearest printer
(use your precious
printing money if
necessary—this is worth
it), print the email of
your choice, and carry it
with you wherever you
go to remind yourself
that no matter how rough
of a start your semester is
off to, you are part of one
heart. One heartbeat. One
community.
Your dean of
advice/vice
president of Tiff
and Earl affairs,

Earl

Sports
Sports
Shorts

by Stephen Foster ’22
Sports Staff
SPORTS SHORTS
Men’s Basketball
The Providence College Men’s
Basketball Team won their two
games this week, bringing their
record to 16-2 overall and 6-1 in
Big East conference play. They
defeated Georgetown University
83-75 on Thursday, Jan. 20 and were
victorious over Butler University
with a score of 69-62 on Sunday, Jan.
23. Coach Ed Cooley recorded his
210th victory as the Friars head coach
and moved into second place on the
PC All-Time Win List with the win
over Butler. As of Monday, Jan. 17,
the men’s basketball team is ranked
No. 21 in the Associated Press Poll
and No. 21 in the Coaches Poll. They
have been nationally ranked for five
consecutive weeks.
Women’s Basketball
The Providence College Women’s
Basketball Team went 1-2 in their
three games this week, bringing
their record to 9-9 this season. They
were defeated 62-42 by Seton Hall
University on Sunday, Jan. 16 and 7156 by Villanova University on Friday,
Jan. 21. Providence rebounded on
Sunday, Jan. 23 as they traveled
to Washington, D.C. to take on
Georgetown University, who they
beat 66-58 in overtime. The Friars
previously beat the Hoyas on Dec.
5 at Alumni Hall. The women’s
basketball team is currently leading
the Big East in field-goal percentage
defense (.351), blocked shots (119),
and blocks per game (6.6 bpg).
Men’s Ice Hockey
The Providence College Men’s Ice
Hockey won their two games this
week, bringing their record to 169-2 overall and 7-7-1 in conference
play. They defeated Boston College
in both games, winning 7-0 on the
road on Friday, Jan. 21, and 2-1 by a
shootout at home on Saturday, Jan.
22. Providence is now fourth place in
the Hockey East and trails first-place
University of Massachusetts Lowell
by seven points in the standings.
Next week, the men’s hockey team
travels to play UMass on Friday, Jan.
28 and Boston University on Sunday,
Jan. 30.
Women’s Ice Hockey
The Providence College Women’s
Ice Hockey Team lost their two
games this week, bringing their
record to 8-9-5 overall and 5-8-2 in
conference play. They were defeated
by the University of Vermont in
both games, losing 1-3 on Friday,
Jan. 21 and 1-4 on Saturday, Jan. 22.
Providence is now eighth place in
the Hockey East and trails first-place
Northeastern University by 31 points
in the standings. Next week, the
women’s hockey team hopes to turn
their streak around as they travel to
Chestnut Hill, MA to play Boston
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Men’s Basketball Continues to Shine
Friars Complete Strong Winter Break

Men’s Basketball
Continued from front page
After a statement win against a
ranked opponent, the Friars were
looking to extend their six-game
winning streak 11 days later when
they would host No. 15-ranked Seton
Hall University Pirates.
In between the games, the Friars
would be ranked No. 21 in the
national polls, the first time since
February 2016. Since this week, the
team has kept their Top 25 standing.
The Pirates came to the Dunkin’
Donuts
Center
following
the
Christmas period and a time when
they were dealing with several
players in COVID-19 protocols. Seton
Hall would be without Ike Obiago
and Tyrese Samuel, and the Friars
took advantage.
Noah Horchler ’22GS recorded his
fifth double-double of the season,
dropping home game-highs of 17
points and 13 rebounds in the 70-65
victory.
Nate Watson tallied 14 points
and became just the 18th player in
Providence College history to record
1,500 or more career points.
The Friars have five graduates this
season and two seniors, and after
the game, Cooley said, “We have a
veteran group. You can go into every
game expecting to win when you
have an older group.”
A few days later, the Friars would
travel to Chicago for a contest with
DePaul University. From the very
beginning, Cooley’s squad was ready
to play and controlled every aspect of
the game. At halftime, the Friars were
up 42-17 after scoring 22 unanswered
points. The Blue Demons were unable
to overcome the deficit, and the Friars
defeated DePaul, 70-53.

“We’ve still got a long
way to go, but where we
are today is a credit to the
players.”
Another game and another
contribution for the veteran team. It
was contributions from two transfers
that helped the Friars to their
eighth consecutive victory. Indiana
University transfer Al Durham ’22GS
and University of South Carolina
transfer Justin Minaya ’22GS both
had double-digit scoring numbers.
Minaya has been great defensively
for the Friars and continues to guard
every opponent’s best player.
Durham would end the game with
17 points while Minaya finished with
a double-double, 12 points and a
game-high 11 rebounds.
After the game, Cooley said,
“We were able to set the tone early.
I thought we played a really good
game today.” The Friars were now
13-1 and 3-0 in Big East play.
Then, the Friars traveled to play a
desperate Marquette Golden Eagles
team, and it was a game everyone
wanted to forget.
PC committed two turnovers on

their first three possessions and the
Golden Eagles were up to a 6-0 lead.
A couple of minutes later, the Friars
closed a double-digit deficit down
to four, but then Marquette went on
a 20-0 run and never looked back. At
halftime, the Friars were down by 20
and then lost the game by 32, with a
final score of 88-56.
The only positive light from the
game was Nate Watson setting the
record for the most games in program
history with 137.
Cooley was still upbeat about his
team after the blowout, and before
Saturday’s game against St. John’s
University, he said, “I’ll have my
team ready to play.”
The Red Storm came to the Dunkin’
Donuts Center that weekend and,
although the Friars trailed at halftime
by three, an explosive second half
thanks to Watson’s 18 of final 22
points, the Friars got back to winning
ways with an 83-73 victory.
This win was Ed Cooley’s 300th
career victory. He was emotional
after the game saying, “When you
do something that you love, you’re
at a place that you love, and you
work with people that give you the
opportunity to do this, it’s amazing.”
The Friars were feeling good
heading into a big stretch of games,
but COVID-19 ran rampant in the
team before the matchup with
Creighton University.
Three straight games would
be canceled for the Friars due to
COVID-19 within the program, and
coach Cooley admitted he tested
positive along with some players and
staff. The Friars would be off for 12
days before playing again on Jan.
20 against Georgetown University, a
game which was rescheduled from
earlier in the season after the Hoyas
had COVID-19 within their program.
It was the first week of the second
semester and the first game back for
the Friars after the mini-hiatus. The
Friars were the No. 21-ranked team,
and the Hoyas gave them everything
they had.
Croswell recorded a season-high
15 points, going perfect from the field
with seven shots taken. Durham had
15 second half points, and Horchler
added 14 points. The Friars won 8375.
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Jared Bynum ‘23 has become an impact player
during his second season in Friartown.

With different players stepping
up every game, coach Cooley has
said, “Our team is very close and
connected. This team has really
bought into their roles.”
A noon tip-off against Butler
University last Sunday saw the Friars
at the top of the Big East standings.
The team was 15-2 and 5-1 in Big
East play for the first time since 200304 and had won 10 out of their last
11 games. They also went into the
contest against the Bulldogs 11-0 at
the Dunkin’ Donuts Center.
A back-and-forth game is the tale
of almost every Big East game, and
this one was no different. After the
Friars were up six at the half, the
Bulldogs clawed their way back and
took the lead in the second.
Once again, thanks to the force of
Croswell and Watson who continue
to get better, the Friars remained
perfect at home with a 69-62 victory.
The Friars improved to 16-2 for the
first time since the 1977-78 season
and 6-1 in conference play for the first
time ever.
This win was Cooley’s 210th as
Friars head coach, and he surpassed
the great Dave Gavitt for second
place in all-time wins as Friar head
coach.
There is a lot to be excited for with
this team, but this is just the start,
and Cooley knows it: “We’ve still got
a long way to go, but where we are
today is a credit to the players.”
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Nate Watson ‘22GS has established himself as one of the most dominant players for the Friars’
program. The big man has averaged 14.1 points and 6.2 rebounds this season.
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Which Is the Better Olympics?
Providence College Investigates
Summer
The Summer and Winter Olympic
Games allow the best athletes in the
world to showcase their talents while
representing their country. Although
both are extremely fun to watch, the
summer games beat out the winter
games in terms of excitement.
The wide array of sports to choose
from during the Summer Olympic
Games, ranging from archery to
water polo ensures that there will be
something for everyone. The track
and field events that take place during
the Summer Olympics are can’t-miss
T.V. The races combine mesmerizing
star power with incredible pace.
Battles between Jamaica’s Usain Bolt
and the rest of the field have been
consistently breathtaking for nearly
the past two decades, often with Bolt
coming out on top. The relays also
add another layer to watch during the
track and field events, often resulting
in chaotic finishes.
The swim events are another
aspect of what makes the Summer
Olympic Games so fun to watch.
The United States’ Michael Phelps’
run of dominance in swimming can
be compared to Bolt’s in sprinting,
as he is the all-time leader in medals
in the Summer Olympic Games, at a
whopping 28 medals.
Beach volleyball is another event
that adds to the excitement of the
games. The beach volleyball matches
are fast-paced and never fail to amaze

Winter

the crowd. Another fan favorite is
table tennis, as it is incredible to
watch the coordination displayed
throughout the matches.
Some of the recently added events
have also been rapidly growing
in popularity. Skateboarding and
surfing were both added as events
to the games, and each continue to
reach a broader audience. Each sport
has polarizing athletes who continue
to grow the fanbase for the Olympics.
The Summer Olympic Games also
have widely popular sports such as
basketball and soccer. Both have
consistently provided competitive
matchups, with three-versus-three
basketball being a recent addition
to the games on top of five-versusfive. The great variety of events that
provide something for everyone
combined with the star power of
the Summer Olympic Games pushes
them ahead of the Winter Olympic
Games.
Overall, both the Summer and
Winter Olympic Games are great
opportunities for every country
around the world to band together
and appreciate the hard work that
each athlete puts in to reach the levels
of greatness required to participate in
the Olympics.
-Will Murphy ’23
Sports Staff

When it comes to the Olympic
games, it always seems to feel like the
summer games get much more love and
attention than their winter counterparts.
In all fairness, the summer games are
exciting and have been full of iconic
moments, athletes, and events. Usain
Bolt and the Jamaican 4x100 meter relay
team beating the U.S. team after both
squads beat the previous world record
time in the same race, for example, are
some exciting moments in Olympic
history. Similarly, Michael Phelps is one
of the most decorated Olympians of all
time. And, the cultural significance of
the USA Dream Team in the basketball
tournament has had an impact to this
day. Whatever it may be, winter sports
are just as good, and perhaps even
better.
The winter games can answer the
summer games in terms of star power
and iconic moments themselves. Look
at Lindsey Vonn, one of the greatest
female skiers of all time, or, Shaun
White, who makes even the most
difficult snowboarding tricks look
easy. And, few moments in sports are
more iconic than the 1980 Olympic
Men’s Ice Hockey Tournament when
the United States beat the USSR in the
semi-finals and went on to win gold.
Needless to say, the winter games are
right up there with summer in terms of
iconic moments, athletes, and overall
enjoyability. However, not notoriety.
Maybe it is because the summer

games have more recognizable and
exciting sports. After all, it is much
easier to get excited about a race when
the racers are competing head-to-head
and not against a clock like some winter
events, but the winter games are vastly
underrated in this area too.
For fans of technique and grace,
perhaps gymnastics in the summer
games is a favorite event. But, figure
skating is just as beautiful and
graceful and arguably more difficult
than gymnastics. And if it resembles
“dancing” too much for your taste,
half pipe and freestyle skiing and
snowboarding are just as technical and
dramatic. For fans of speed, speed skating
or ski jumping may be interesting. And,
of course, the exhilarating downhill
skiing events. Anyone who has ever
skied or snowboarded knows the rush
of flying down a mountain and it is no
different here. The hockey tournament,
which could be less popular in the
United States, is nonetheless incredibly
entertaining and intense as the talent is
spread evenly worldwide.
The winter games have many great
aspects and advantages over its summer
counterpart, and it is time we gave these
games the respect they deserve.
-Joseph Quirk ’23
Sports Staff

Men’s and Women’s Hockey Ready for Second Half of Play
by Luke Sweeney ’24
Sports Staff
PC ATHLETICS
The Providence College Men and Women’s
Hockey Teams have been fighting through the
cold winter months as they both sit at the 17th
rank in the nation in their respective seasons.
All of Hockey East would enjoy a few weeks
off before the grind of the rest of the season came
back underway. For the Friars, after the Christmas
holiday, they would head out to Milwaukee,
Wisconsin to play in the Kwik Trip Holiday
Faceoff.
In their first game, the Friars played Bowling
Green State University, and coach Nate Leaman’s
team picked up where they left off before the
break. They would defeat Bowling Green 6-2
behind Jamie Engelbert’s ’23 natural hat trick and
Patrick Moynihan’s ’23 four-point night.
The following night, the Friars battled against
Wisconsin University in a tight contest. The
game officially ended in a 2-2 tie, but the Badgers
claimed the Holiday Faceoff title with a 2-1 win in
the shootout.
Jaxson Stauber ’23 made 37 saves in the contest.
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PC Women’s Hockey looks to return to winning ways this
weekend against University of New Hampshire
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Guillaume Richard ‘25 won Hockey East Defender of the Week for his play during PC’s weekend games against Boston College.
This season, Richard has two goals and 11 assists for 13 points. He leads the team in plus-minus at 19.

The Men’s team has their work cut out for
them heading into the final stretch of the season,
going 2-2 in the month of January so far. The boys
finished up last week with two wins against the
Boston College Eagles.
Great goaltending and goal scoring alike
contributed to the past two wins over BC, as their
first matchup on Jan. 21st ended in a 7-0 blowout
with the Friars dominating all corners of the ice.
Nick Poisson ’23 racked up two goals and an assist
after four shots on goal during the game. Although
coming off a few tough losses from the 19th
ranked Merrimack College, the Friars were able to
overcome their issues and collect themselves for
a positive win and tie against Boston College the
next week.
The Friars will be on the road this weekend with
games at #9 University of Massachusetts Amherst
on Friday and Boston University on Sunday.
In recent news for the Providence College
Women’s Hockey Team, the girls suffered two
hard-fought losses to the powerful 12th ranked
University of Vermont this past week.
On New Year’s Eve, the Catamounts and
Friars faced off at Schneider Arena where the
Friars picked up a 3-1 victory. Sara Hjalmarsson

’22 scored a pair in the second period and Lily
Martinson ’25 netted her first collegiate goal to
secure the win for the Friars.
Although it has been a tough season for the
women Friars this year, they have earned big wins
scattered throughout the season that has allowed
them to remain in the top 20 teams in the country,
including wins against Boston College, University
of New Hampshire, and University of Vermont.
Additionally, the girl’s season has been riddled
with cancellations and postponements due to the
recent outbreak of the new COVID-19 strain. Four
of their seven games over the winter break were
postponed due to COVID-19. All said and done,
the Friars have played extremely well given the
hard conditions of playing in a COVID-19 season.
This week, the girls played Boston College on
Tuesday in Chestnut Hill. After taking an early
1-0 lead heading into the second period thanks
to Hayley Lunny ’22GS, the Friars were not able
to hold on and after three third period goals from
the Golden Eagles, the team fell to 8-10-5 on the
season.
Their season continues this coming weekend
with two home games at Schneider Arena against
the University of Maine for a Hockey East battle.
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A Look
Around
Friartown
Men’s Basketball:
1/20 vs. Georgetown University, won 83-75
1/23 vs. Butler University, won 69-62
1/26 at Xavier University, won 65-62

Upcoming:
1/29 vs. Marquette University
2/1 at St. John’s University
2/6 at Georgetown University

Women’s Basketball:
1/16 vs Seton Hall University, loss 62-42
1/21 at Villanova University, loss 71-56
1/23 at Georgetown University, won 66-58 (OT)

Upcoming:
1/28 at Creighton University
1/30 vs. Univeristy of Connecticut
1/4 at Marquette University

Men’s Ice Hockey:
1/15 vs. Merrimack College, loss 2-1
1/21 at Boston College, won 7-0
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Women’s Basketball Winter Recap
Women’s Basketball
Continued from front page
Three Friars scored in double-digits—
Sheppard, Geary, and Crooms—and they
combined for 48 of the team’s 66 total points.
Mary Baskerville ’22 was a force defensively,
providing six steals and six blocked shots. The
senior center also grabbed a team-high eight
rebounds.
The win in Washington returns the Friars
to .500, with a 9-9 overall record. PC is 4-5 in
conference play, after dropping their previous
two games against Seton Hall University and
Villanova University. The loss against the Wildcats
was the team’s first on the road this season, but
the recent win against Georgetown elevates their
away record to 4-1. Over winter break, PC went
2-4, with their two wins coming against Xavier
University and St. John’s University.
Much of the Friars’ roster is composed of
freshmen, while their leading scorer, Crooms, is
a transfer from Michigan State University. While
Baskerville and Geary are certainly the senior
leaders, they are surrounded by a squad of players
who are mostly in their first season wearing black
and white. This dynamic, although it may, in
part, explain some of the team’s inconsistencies
and struggles, is one that can improve and
it may suggest a strong final stretch of the
season. Sheppard has filled the point guard role
exceptionally well and is a confident facilitator.
Her recent play has been vital for PC’s success, as
seen in their game against the Hoyas. Crooms has
also established herself as an instrumental part
of PC’s lineup through her playmaking ability.
Leading the team in points and assists, but also
in turnovers, her efficiency and decision-making
is an X-factor. As these two players, in addition
to the likes of Emily Archibald ’25, Olivia Olsen
’25, Audrey Koch ’25, Meghan Huerter ’25, and
Nariah Scott ’25, continue to become accustomed
to Friar basketball, the cohesion and efficiency of
the team should improve.
In early December, PC fell to the Hoyas at
home 55-47, and getting revenge on the road is an
excellent way to propel them into a challenging
week ahead. The Friars will travel to Omaha,
NE to face Creighton University on Friday, Jan.
28. Creighton sits towards the top of the Big
East with a 9-2 conference record. The Blue Jays,
however are coming off a loss to Villanova, a
team the Friars split their season series with.
PC then had a short turnaround and returned
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Kylee Sheppard ’25 averaged 16 points and 3 assists over the
past week, earning a spot on the Big East Weekly Honor Roll.

home to take on legendary coach Geno
Auriemma’s University of Connecticut at the
Dunkin’ Donuts Center on Sunday, Jan. 30. The
Huskies are ranked No. 10 in the nation, but
they are still without Paige Bueckers ’24, who is
recovering from a November surgery to repair an
anterior tibial plateau fracture and torn lateral
meniscus. Bueckers won the national Player of
the Year award last season and became the first
freshman in women’s college basketball to ever
receive that honor. UConn remains a strong
squad without her presence, and the Huskies are
undefeated thus far in Big East play. Last season,
the Friars only matched up once against UConn,
in a game away from home and in front of an
empty arena. PC started out the game strong
on that occasion, leading 7-1 initially and only
trailing by a point after the first quarter. UConn
ultimately took control and won the game
handily. The matchup scheduled in Providence
was canceled due to COVID-19-related issues in
the 2020-21 season, so this will be the program’s
first game at home against the Huskies since
they returned to their rightful home in the Big
East. If the Friars pull off the upset in front of a
home crowd at the Dunk, it will certainly be the
highlight of the team’s season and the careers of
some of the players.

1/22 vs Boston College, tied 1-1, won 2-1 in SO

Upcoming:
1/28 at No. 9 University of Massachusetts
1/30 at Boston University
2/4 at University of Connecticut

Women’s Hockey:
1/21 at University of Vermont, loss 3-1
1/22 at University of Vermont, loss 4-1
1/25 at Boston College, loss 4-2

Upcoming:
1/28 vs. University of Maine
1/29 vs. University of Maine
2/1 at College of Holy Cross
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Janai Crooms ‘23 has been an impact player since arriving in Friartown. The Michigan State transfer leads PC in points and assists.
Like Crooms, many of Friars receiving significant playing time are experiencing their first year in the program.

